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REGIONAL 


Tunis Seminar Discusses Cooperation Be‘ ‘een 
Conventional and Islamic Financial 
Establishments 

45040171 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

18 Jun 88 p 32 


[Text] AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A’MAL magazine, in coop- 
eration with the Islamic Finance House and the al- 
Barakah Group, organized an international-Arab semi- 
nar in Tunis 1-3 June sponsored by Tunisian President 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. Its topic was horizons of 
cooperation between Islamic and secular banks and 
financial establishments. 


The President of the Tunisian Republic was represented 
at the opening ceremony by Prime Minister Hedi Bac- 
couche, who made a speech on this occasion expressing 
his optimism regarding the future of the Tunisian econ- 
omy, particularly in light of the wide opportunities for 
cooperation on ail levels between the Maghreb countries. 
Baccouche also spoke about the important role the 
Islamic establishments are playing in developing Tuni- 
sia, referring in particular to the many major projects 
which the Saudi al-Barakh Group is carrying out in the 
country. 


Ra’uf Abu-Zaki, chief editor of AL-IQTISAD WA AL- 
A’MAL, opened the seminar with a speech in which he 
said that this seminar was the first in which two principal 
groups, the Islamic Financial House and the al-Barakah 
Group, met within the framework of the Islamic finan- 
cial establishment with the aim of submitting ideas and 
views to constructive discussion with officials from 
conventional banks and financial establishments, with 
the aim of bringing happiness to man, who is the prime 
objective of every constructive action. Abu-Zaki said 
that the Islamic financial establishments have become a 
reality and have a role and a presence. Islamic banking is 
no longer confined to the Arab and Islamic countries. 
Indeed the ideas and experiences of this banking have 
entered the international field, where foreign banks have 
been studying these ideas. In fact, many central banks 
found no objection to expanding the basis of their 
activities to include Islamic banking business, and a 
number of Islamic financial establishments have been set 
up in foreign countries. 


Amir Muhammad al-Faysal, chairman of the Isiamic 
Financial House, delivered a speech of a philosophical 
character. He drew a comparison between the Islamic 
system and the capitalist and socialist systems, which he 
considered as essentially one and the same. 


Shaykh Salih Kamii, chairman of the al-Barakah Group, 
made a speech in which he reviewed the role the Islamic 
financial establishments play in th: countries they are 
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operating. He characterized modern Islamic financial 
activity as being the use of tools that are neither anach- 
ronistic to the needs of the age nor distant from divine 
teachings. 


The seminar was attended by a large number of Tunisian 
ministers and some specialist senior officials, in addition 
to representatives of about 75 Arab and foreign financial 
establishments and banks. An in-depth discussion was 
conducted on questions dealing with the method of 
function of Islamic banks and means of cooperation with 
conventional banks. This seminar is the first of its kind, 
whether with regard to the meeting of the al-Barakah 
Group, the Islamic Financial House, and the other 
Islamic banks, or to their meeting with the conventional 
foreign and Arab banks. Also, the seminar was the first to 
be organized by an Arab magazine. 


The seminar was concluded with important recommen- 
dations, the most significant of which was the call to 
strengthen cooperation between the Islamic banks and 
their conventional opposite numbers in a manner that 
will not violate the Islamic Shari’ah. They also called for 
creating Islamic financial investment tools in order to 
repatriate expatriate capital, even if only partially, and 
for moving capital from the affluent Islamic countries to 
the Islamic countries that need financing. In the field of 
insurance, the s:minar recommended that Islamic banks 
should switch their insurance operations from conven- 
tional insurance to the Islamic alternative and that 
Islamic insurance comapnies should among themselves 
seek to cooperate and strengthen their position and to go 
toward underwriting their businesses with Islamic 
underwriting companies. The participants expressed 
their hope for the continuation of dialogue between 
Islamic financial establishments on the one hand and the 
conventional national and foreign banks on the other, 
and their hope that similar seminars will continue to be 
held in the future, in view of the common benefit they 
achieve. 


13305 
PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


Fatah Official Analyzes Regional Relations, 
Uprising 

44040257 Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 

8 Jun 88 pp 35-37 


{Interview with Hani al-Hasan by Muhammad Awzar; in 
Rabat, date not specified] 


[Text] A few days before the Arab emergency summit got 
under way in Algiers to consider ways to support the 
uprising in the Arab occupied territories, AL-YA- 
MAMAH met with Mr Hani al-Hasan, Fatah Central 
Committee member and advisor to Yasir ‘Arafat, to 
discuss with him the various issues pertaining to this 
summit at the Palestinian and Arab level, and the 
Palestinian vision of how to employ the uprising’s heroic 
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accomplishments and positive results through the Arab 
summit to influence international decisions and earn 
recognition of the national rights of the Palestinian 


people. 


[Question] Brother Hani al-Hasan, you came to Morocco 
at a special time marked by the restoration of diplomatic 
relations between Morocco and Algeria and the conse- 
quent comprehensive relaxation of tension in the Arab 
Maghreb region. How do you in the Palestinian revolu- 
tion assess this event? 


[Answer] Nothing could make us happier than the resto- 
ration of peace and harmony between two Arab coun- 
tries, because we believe that Arab-Arab internecine 
fighting is neither in the Arabs’ interest nor in the 
interest of the Palestinian cause in particular. I do not 
think that the current Moroccan-Algerian reunion was a 
coincidence in view of the changes occurring around us. 
These changes, which we perceive daily, especially the 
fourth Reagan-Gorbachev summit and the preparation 
to declare a united Europe in 1992, make it incumbent 
upon all true statesmen in the Arab nation to consider 
ways to face the challenges of the next century which is 
only a few years away. Therefore, we were very optimis- 
tic about Tunisian President Ben ‘Ali’s ascension to 
power and about the wisdom he displayed in dealing 
with the internal situation in Tunis in terms of removing 
all sensitivities and past excesses. I say we were delighted 
with that because we believe that this was an important 
step toward an orderly Morocco in the economic future 
of North Africa. We do not view Moroccan-Algerian 
relations as a mere coincidence on the occasion of 
holding the summit in Algiers. And even though this too 
is important, even more important is how Moroccan- 
Algerian-Tunisian coordination can be achieved within 
the framework of a somewhat integrated and united 
economic bloc to coordinate with Europe, which shall 
remain closer to the Arabs than the United States. 


[Question] In the same context, we would like to ask you 
about developments in Syrian-Palestinian relations and 
about the progress achieved in reconciling the two sides. 


[Answer] When Syria agreed to receive the body of the 
martyr Abu-Jihad to lie in its temporary resting place in 
Damascus—because, God willing, his final resting place 
will be in the hills of Jerusalem and his country Pales- 
tine—we immediately went to Damascus to turn over a 
new leaf in Syrian-Palestinian relations. As a negotiator 
in the Palestinian delegation, I realize that we and Syria 
share common points which in geopolitics can form the 
basis for furthering Arab-Syrian-Palestinian solidarity. 
We have the question of Lebanon, the question of the 
Middle East and the question of the occupied Arab 
territories and also the uprising inside the occupied Arab 
territories. A delegation is scheduled to go to Damascus 
next week to continue this dialogue, and the next summit 
in Algiers will witness coordinated Palestinian-Syrian 
relations within a single Arab framework aimed at build- 
ing true Arab solidarity. In this respect I say that we as 


NEAR EAST 


Palestinians, Syrians, Jordanians, and Lebanese have no 
other alternative but to sit together to confront the 
dangers coming from Shamir who, without fail, causes a 
war in every election either through political assassina- 
tions, hijacking, or army mobilization. Just as it is 
incumbent upon Arab Morocco to unite in the face of 
nearby economic changes, we in the Eastern front must 
begin to communicate and get together to confront the 
Likud’s expansionist policy in the region. 


[Quesiion] Brother Hani, you focused on the areas of 
agreement in the Palestinian-Syrian talks, what were the 
areas of disagreement in these talks? 


[Answer] Actually, there is some talk about disagree- 
ment, but I do not think this is anything new. Instead it 
is a form of negotiation management. The areas of 
disagreement are many and I call them “areas of non- 
unity of vision”. We in Lebanon, for example, believe 
that we are neither rivals nur adversaries to Syria or to 
the Lebanese people. We are guests in Lebanon until an 
independent Palestinian state is established, but we have 
to come to an understanding on the future of the 
Palestinians in Lebanon and their protection in Leba- 
non. How? 


There are numerous points of view in this regard. For 
example, with respect to the matter of relations with 
Egypt, there is the question of how to deal with Egypt in 
its present status. We do not believe that a breakoff in 
relations with Egypt can effect new changes in the 
country, while others are of the opinion that it can. 
However, there are important points related to the 
Middle East, to the Palestinian question, to the uprising, 
and to the formation of a front supported by the Syrian 
army, the Jordanian army, and the Palestinian forces 
who have demonstrated high combat efficiency in the 
guerilla war. 


[Question] How do you envisage using the Arab emer- 
gency summit in Algiers to buttress the positive results 
the uprising has achieved on the international level and 
the new conditions it has created? 


[Answer] We hope that the Arabs will not miss all the 
chances they have lost in the past. they missed the 
chance of the October War, which could have effected a 
qualitative change in the balance of power, by signing the 
Camp David Accords and failing to keep the enemy in an 
actual predicament to force it to make major conces- 
sions. There is also the 1982 war that consumed the 
Israeli army, which a pressuring Arab position could 
have forced into major concessions. Today, there is the 
uprising which has relegated all previous happenings to 
history. We hope that the Arabs will deal with the 
uprising as an important strategic transformation now in 
progress, and since the Israeli internal and military 
situation is very critical, the Arab summit’s mission is to 
keep the Israeli enemy in its present predicament. This 
calls for an economic and political perspective and 
support for the uprising whereby we can reap a strategic 
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transformation and not just a tactical position. The 
uprising will continue, and the Palestinian people are 
determined to continue on their way. We are hopeful 
that the Algiers Summit will be able to give a new 
universal perspective to Arab action, particularly since 
President Chadli Bendjedid is a man known for the great 
weight he carries in the Arab arena. Talks held in Jiddah 
between President Bendjedid, the Keeper of the Two 
Holy Places, King Fahd, and Tunisian President Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali concentrated on a study of Arab unity 
and solidarity so that we may go into the summit to 
discuss how to march together rather than how to talk 
together. 


[Question] What is this universal political perspective 
you expect the summit to produce, and is there a 
Palestinian perception of what it might be? On the other 
hand, don’t you think that this summit is trailing behind 
the most important international events, the superpower 
summit in particular? 


[Answer] I believe that it was wise to postpone the 
summit until after the superpower meeting in order to 
ascertain what the two superpowers might decide: if they 
come out with a significant political decision, how would 
we deal with it? And if no decision is reached, what 
would we do in the next two years of fierce struggle 
between us and the Israelis in the region? Hence, we 
attach great importance on whatever results the super- 
power summit may produce, be they positive or nega- 
tive, because, as I said before, if this summit fails to 
make an important political breakthrough toward recog- 
nizing the national rights of the Palestinian people, we 
Palestinians will begin to prepare ourselves for at least 
two mere years of bloody struggle that knows no mercy 
or compassion, either on our part or on their part. If a 
breakthrough is achieved, the struggle will certainly take 
on another dimension. Hence a universal perspective 
will actually depend on what might happen in the 
superpower summit. A Palestinian paper is being pre- 
pared, and we have explained it to the brothers in 
Algeria, in their capacity as host to the conference, 
because they really do not approve of unilateral action, 
something we sensed during our visit to Algiers. They are 
intent on creating a spirit of Arab solidarity, and 
undoubtedly the Algerian move toward Morocco is evi- 
dence of this sound policy which Algeria is following. We 
apprised the brothers in Algeria of our views, both 
regarding the uprising and the matter of an international 
conference. 


We the Arabs are not in want of new political decisions 
because, if this were the case, we would have resolved the 
problem in a matter of seconds. The 1982 Fez Summit 
resolutions represent an Arab consensus and, conse- 
quently, we in the PLO regard Arab consensus resolution 
as PLO policy, especially in view of the fact that the Fez 
resolutions were universal and extensive. For, as of 
1982, it has been determined to place the occupied Arab 
territories under international supervision, after which 
the Palestinian people may exercise self-determination. 


NEAR EAST 


This is an important point of agreement between us and 
Europe, who has agreed to send international and UN 
forces to the occupied territories. 


[Question] One issue being raised by the summit is the 
problem of Egypt’s return to the Arab fold. What is your 
position on this point? 


[Answer] The emergency summit’s agenda and principal 
point is to support and further the uprising. Any Arab 
party has the right to put any item on the agenda, and the 
matter would be discussed the way it was discussed in 
the Amman Summit. We in the Palestinian revolution 
are focusing mainly on the uprising in the summit. 


[Question] Are we to understand that you do not oppose 
Egypt’s return? 


[Answer] The most important thing is to render the 
summit a success in its principal topic, the uprising. But 
should the subject of Egypt come up, we have our known 
candid and well-known opinion which we will express. 


[Question] The uprising has shaken Israel from within. 
In your opinion, what are the most significant changes it 
has produced and the most salient cracks it has caused in 
the Israeli body? 


[Answer] Events in the occupied territories represent a 
dream we have had for 23 years, namely how to move 
the revolution from the outside to the inside. The 
Palestinian revolution used to be called the impossivie 
revolution because at the outset it was destined to be 
born outside its country, since inside the country only 
military operations and not wide popular participation 
were supposed to take place. Ever since the revolution 
was born, the Fatah Movement has decided that it was 
capable of resolving this anomaly peculiar to the Pales- 
tinian revolution, namely, shifting from strategic defense 
to strategic offense. The problem the Israelis have with 
strategic defense is that it touches them to the core, 
because a revolution on the outside means dealing with a 
force outside the main body. Today, we are practicing 
revolution in every pit of the strategic body, be it the 
economy or the infrastructure. The Israelis have 
announced their intention to embark on a special tourist 
program because tourism brings in $1.5 billion a year. 
This year, this amount has dropped to less than one-third 
and they have announced that they started a promo- 
tional campaign to urge people not to cancel their 
reservations, especially since 600 tours have been can- 
celled. 


The second point is that under normal conditions the 
Israeli army is 40,000 strong. Today, there are 80,000 
troops on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip alone which 
means that the enemy has been forced to call up 40,000 
reserves, thus placing itself in a state of war and, conse- 
quently, doubling its payroll. It is row paying 160,000 
instead of 40,000 salaries a month, which means that its 
payroll has quadrupled. Also, by calling up 40,000 
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reserves, Israeli factories are deprived of 40,000 workers. 
Add to that the 140,000 arab workers in Israeli factories 
who have quit their jods and the total comes to 180,000. 
Therefore, these factories are suffering a drop in output. 
Hence, Israel's enormous economic losses are indescrib- 
able and require a long time to be assessed because they 
represent a huge figure amounting to a 6-month total of 
over $9 billion at the very least. 


The more important development is that this soldier 
who used to generate fear is, for the very first time, 
feeling scared, thus prompting “Shlomo,” the enemy’s 
greatest strategic mind, to say: “The most dangerous 
aspect of the uprising is that the new generation of 
Palestinians no longer fears the israeli army.” This is an 
important turning point because disdain for the army 
means that the security theory has been crushed and the 
enemy is beginning to feel the danger. The Israelis are 
now studying a new security theory of confrontation for 
their country. The other point is the schism that exists in 
Israel where 50 percent of the people advocate coexist- 
ence with the Palestinians and 50 percent reject this idea. 
This is an important step toward implanting this schism 
in Israeli society where 50 percent are now talking about 
withdrawal from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
which means that the Zionist ideology calling for a 
greater Israel and expansion has fallen down. They 
withdrew from Sinai under the pretext, as Begin declared 
before the Knesset, that a Sinai pullout would allow 
them to annex the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and 
Golan. Today, when half of the population starts calling 
for withdrawal, it means that an intellectual transforma- 
tion within the Israeli mind is taking place and an 
intellectual split between Zionism and reality is in the 
making. This, of course, is a great feat accomplished by 
the rock children or, as brother Abu-’Ammar calls them, 
the new generals. 


[Question] Some Western circles thought that the Abu- 
Jihad assassination would bring the uprising to an end, 
but this claim has been disproved. How do you explain 
the uprising’s survival in spite of these calamities? 


[Answer] Our enemies bring to us only pessimistic ideas. 
The Palestinian revolution has survived for 23 years 
under the most serious conditions and storms not expe- 
rienced by any other revolution in modern history, 
because it is an institution and not based on one indi- 
vidual or one person. This institution has giants the likes 
of Khalil al-Wazir who, through his talents and accom- 
plishments, had undoubtedly made great contributions. 
The loss of a giant, a man, and a leader of Khalil 
al-Wazir’s caliber, is a great one and I do not deny that 
the Israelis have dealt us a severe blow with the death of 
leader Abu-Jihad. 


But the greatness of this revolution is that it can sustain 
the loss of a great leader and a great achiever like 
Abu-Jihad and yet be able to go on. I heard the same 
thing when Kamal ‘Adwan and Abu-Yusuf al-Najjar 
were killed. I would like to tell you that the Fatah Central 
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Committee has had 17 members in the last 23 years, 7 of 
whom have been killed and died by the sword, thus 
rendering our movement the largest one in the Arab 
region to pay a price out of its leadership. We are a 
movement born to live by the sword, and wy will die by 
the sword. When one enters into a struggle at this level, 
one cannot expect the losses to be in fighters only, for it 
is am ongoing loss that extends to the movement’s 
structure, head, cadres, and fighters because a such a 
struggle can only succeed under a leadersnip whose 
motto is “follow me” rather than “you go forward and I 
am behind you.” The Palestinian leadership and the 
Fatah Movement have followed the inevitable line of 
“follow me” rather than “walk aione.” When Kamal 
‘Adwan was gone, the same thing was said, and when 
Abu-Yusuf al-Najjar, ‘Ali Iyad, Sa’d al-Sayil, Majid 
Abu-Shararah, ‘Abd-al-Fattah al-Hammud, and Abu- 
Sabri were gone, we heard the same thing every time. 
They were seven. 


Every one of them was a nation in himself. True, 
Abu-Jihad was a nation of a special kind and a special 
quality, but ultimately this maxim was disproved 
because things went on as usual, for everything is placed 
within the framework of the institution and a military 
command that keeps up with all these issues and matters. 
The greatness of Abu-Jihad was in his creative ideas 
capable of effecting change. As for membership and 
weapons, these were not his own personal secret, but 
rather that of the leadership as a whole. The archives 
belong to the leadership, while talent and creativity were 
his own distinctive traits. 
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EGYPT 


U.S. Uses ‘Egypt’s Revolution’ Case To Destroy 
Islamis Movement 

45040193a Cairo AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI in 
Arabic 1 Jun 88 pp 7-11 


{Article by Muhammad Yahya: “Egypt’s Revolution or 
U.S. Revolution”’] 


[Text] The idolaters have staged their celebration par- 
ties, having proven and sworn that the U.S. Embassy in 
Cairo is the party that intentionally involved the name of 
the second immortal [Khalid—meaning Khalid ‘Abd-al- 
Nasir] in the “Egypt’s Revolution” case to distort the 
reputation of the first immortal [meaning Jamal ‘Abd- 
al-Nasir, Khalid’s father]. But as usual, the idolaters 
have been stupid and have destroyed their game with 
this assertion. What distortion would the immortal 
father’s or son’s reputation suffer when the son is 
accused of being a brave national hero who spends his 
money on striking the Jews? Is this an accusation (which 
it truly is to the Zionists and Americans) or is it an act of 
heroism, stardom, and popularity, and a source of pride 
in the people’s eyes? When the United States wishes to 
distort somebody’s reputation, it accuses him of 
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immoral acts, such as drug-smuggling, corruption, ind 
theft, as it has recently done with the rulers of Panama, 
Nicaragua and Bolivia, and even with Fidel Castro, 
Cuba’s revolutionary president. But regardless of how 
stupid and gullible the United States is, it will not come 
to the Arab world to accuse Khalid of fighting Zionism 
with the belief that it is distorting his reputation. Before 
whom is the United States distorting the immortal 
family’s reputation by accusing it of expelling the Jews 
from al-Mahrusah? Is it distorting it before the Congress 
or before the entire Arab people? This is no accusation 
but something that gains the accused heroism and pride. 
God be thanked that the idolaters and their allies in the 
opposition have acknowledged and have registered it in 
their newspapers for history that Khalid is as innocent of 
the ch irge of nationalism and of declaring war on 
Zionism as his immortal father was of the same charge. 
God be thanked that they have acknowledged that the 
U.S. Embassy was the party which, for shame, fabricated 
the accusation and that it is the the party trying to bestow 
heroism ».9n Khalid’s family, to polish this family’s 
image, and to remind people of it. 


The idolaters felt that the U.S. Embassy played its hand 
in the game to their detriment and thus proceeded to 
launch a most surprising propaganda campaign—a cam- 
paign which can only make one more strongiy aware of 
their stupidity. They hastened to revile the said embassy 
because it investigated the “Egypt’s Revolution” case 
instead of letting the authorities concerned do so. This is 
a new discovery. Since when have the idolaters them- 
selves come to respect the supremacy of the Egyptian law 
and what did they expect of the U.S. Embassy? Did they 
expect the embassy (which is, by nature, a den of spies) 
to turn down somebody who offered to expose to it an 
entire organization on a silver platter? What exactly did 
they expect? The truth is that the issue is embarrassing 
and reeks of scandal—a stench that has hit the noses of 
even the gullible ones themselves. So what is the truth? 


Was “Egypt’s Revolution” started as a Nasirist-Amer- 
ican Organization to attract popularity for and to revive 
Nasirism but then escaped London’s and Washington’s 
hands when loyal and sincere Islamic military elements 
seeking true struggle and jihad and not wishing to 
participate in a dirty game of glorifying Nasirism entered 
this organization? Was it at this point that the Nasirists 
and Americans decided to expose the organization in 
order to achieve two goals: first, to get rid of the patriotic 
Islamic elements which entered the organization by 
mistake and which could have steered it in a direction 
detrimmental to the U.S. interests and scheme and, 
second, to expose the organization in order to extract as 
much propaganda mileage from it as possible? This is 
why it was decided to involve Khalid in the case with 
feeble evidence that assures him of a not-guilty verdict— 
a verdict issued after Khalid is provided with a safe- 
conduct pass from the White House so that he may stay 
with Uncle Tito. To achieve this end, all the Arab media, 
including the (paid) Egyptian opposition media, erupted 
in hailing and glorifying Khalid, the awaited hero! 
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This is the truth. We must excuse the United States, 
fcliows. It yearns for the past and wishes to install 
another immortal [khalid] to suppress the Muslim Egyp- 
tian people who are rising with the allout Islamic revo- 
lution which is actually destroying the U.S. presence. 
The United States acts as if the conditions in Egypt are 
the same as the pre-1952 condtions, meaning conditions 
of a total and chronic economic and social bankruptcy 
and of an Islamic revolution knocking at the door. This 
is why we must move in the same manner as the game of 
nations moves. But because the fascist rightist Nasirism 
has no Free Officers Organization to ride, the United 
States decided to create a new organization that suits the 
U.S. disposition—an organization which begins this 
time as a Nasirist organization initiated at the hands of 
government intelligence elements and, unlike in the past, 
not started as a brotherhood organization. What we 
mean is that the Free Officers Organization began as a 
patriotic Islamic organization and was then driven by 
the Nasirists and the Americans. What was required this 
time was to begin the organization as a Nasirist organi- 
zation and to keep it under the close control of Khalid 
himself. As we have noted, this organization was sup- 
posed to advertise Nasirism and to build it superficially 
by revealing itself. But there was, it scems, another part 
to the scheme which called for recruiting a number of 
military men and to keep them as an arm for a coup 
scheduled to be staged prior to the popular revolution so 
as to foil this revolution and to exploit its momentum, as 
well as the popular wrath, to lead the coup-staging 
Nasirists to power. 


But it seems that the organization’s military wing (whose 
fate continues to be unknown and which is still engulfed 
in an information blackout) was not as pliable as desired 
and was soiled with Islam and patriotism. This is why 
the decision to intentionally expose the organization 
gained urgent priority and had to be implemented by the 
Americans themselves and under their control. Conse- 
quently, the U.S. Embassy played its role which exposes 
the game and reveals its dimensions. This is why ail 
those involved have engaged in strenuous efforts to 
cover up the issue by reviling the embassy and accusing 
it of doing whatever it wishes in Egypt and charging it 
not with exposing a suspect organization but with usurp- 
ing the Egypt.an authority’s power to investigate. 


Once again, the United States is desperately trying to 
create in Egypt a fascist Nasirist regime, with or without 
the rulers’ knowledge (and this does not seem to concern 
anybody, not even the rulers themselves) and in one way 
or another—either by way of the Nasirists’ parties at the 
Hilton or by way of dual-faced and vague organizations. 
But why is the United States desperately trying to raise 
these people to power? Having struck the poor Jews in 
al-Ma’adi, what would these people not do to poor Israel 
if they are in power? The answer is that they will do 
nothing, exactly as the founder of their state [Jamal 
*Abd-al-Nasir] did nothing. 


When the idolaters gain power, they will discover that 
the main battle with the Zionist enemy is impossible 
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because the professor [meaning Muhammad Hasanayn 
Haykal] and the Nasirist intellectuals at the American 
University and «ut the information and political affairs 
offices will tell them that military confrontation is 
impossible due to the fact that the mighty Zionists 
possess nuclear bombs, infernal weapons, and so forth. 
They will then discover that might comes in various 
forms, as their immortal [Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir] told 
them, including diplomatic might by way of the U:S. 
peace plans. They will also discover that the main battle 
is postponed until reaction, parasitism, and retrogres- 
sion (from their idol) are wiped out domestically, until 
the greater Arab unity is achieved externally, until the 
chicken trade is nationalized and until the Islamic move- 
ment is eliminated, all of which require tens of five-year 
plans. In order that preparations for the main battle may 
be made, they have to rule with steel and fire and must 
crystallize the U.S. and Israeli objectives of subjugating 
the Muslim Egyptian people and of liquidating the 
patriotic Islamic movement. 


What this means is that Nasirism is needed to sabotage 
Egypt. This is why it is advocated by some people in the 
Gulf, by the Ba’thist parties and by whoever seeks the 
leadership of the afflicted Arab nation. This is why the 
call for Nasirism is rising from the American University 
itself. The United States wants a dictatorial regime that 
crushes Islam and its movement and that controls the 
signs of the popular revolution by pretending to achieve 
its objectives with slogans. The United States wants a 
regime possessing a degree of the power of idolatory that 
enables it to engage in the game of settlement and 
liquidation in Palestine and a regime comprised of a 
small and confidential clique of coup-oriented people 
who can manage the country and with whom deals and 
transactions can be made directly. The United States 
wants to conclude deals and to arrange the general 
conditions in the area. The United States will not relin- 
quish Egypt, the most important part of the area, easily 
and will not stand idle in the face of the current rulers’ 
inability to manage the country. 


The United States has now found its way inside the 
Egyptian Army. This means that the coming coup will be 
American and will have a fascist Nasirist facade which 
will initially hide itself behind patriotic pan-Arab slo- 
gans. This coup, with its U.S. imprint, will succeed and 
gain power easily, considering that steps are currently in 
progress to prepare the way for the gang of idolaters at all 
levels, including the highest levels. The United States did 
previously try to play its game in the Army at the end of 
al-Sadat’s administration when some of the U.S. news 
agencies circulated reports on the presence of a patriotic 
(non-Islamic) organization in the Army operating under 
the name of the Free Officers to topple al-Sadat. But the 
developments have obscured the alleged organization. 
Here is the United States trying again through “Egypt's 
Revolution” which is in fact a reflection of the U.S. 
constant revolution seeking to find and install an idola- 
ter in the position of leadership. What this means is that 
the United States is inviting the adventurers, the zeaious, 
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the semi-vigilant, the gullible and the opportunists in the 
military establishment to bid for a contract to try their 
luck. We should note, however, that the Islamists refrain 
from taking part in such invitations. The new organiza- 
tion which will succeed “Egypt's Revolution,” perhaps 
under the same name, and which the United States and 
its embassy have not yet revealed must inevitably exploit 
the religious and ideological vacuum imposed by the 
United States and by the [Egyptian] government on this 
establishment to attraci all kinds of butterflies advocat- 
ing harmless and vague patriotic pan-Arab slogans which 
can be filled with any content when things get serious. 
This organization’s task will be to either stage a direct 
coup or to intervene when a real popular revolution 
occurs. Surprisingly, this is what the U.S. press and news 
agencies predict every day. 


The organization’s task will be to receive the power from 
the United States and the task of its members will be to 
exercise this power on the real ground. The task of the 
U.S. intelligence will be to appoint this revolutionary, 
patriotic pan-Arab organization’s leadershsips and to 
install the individual selected to rule so that he may then 
liquidate his comrades-in-arms and to rely on the writ- 
ers, journalists, and politicians who worshipped the 
departed idol and who have been revived by the United 
States to be placed in the right positions to await the 
arrival of the new leader and revolution command 
council No 2. 


What about Khalid? The “poor man” is just a number in 
the game. His role is to re-ive Nasirism so that others 
may take it over after he lives a short period of glory. In 
any case, Khalid will be no different from his father in 
the way the Americans dupe and deceive him. 


What about the popular revolution which will be ianta- 
mount to the spark that ignites and justifies the coup and 
moves its elements? The United States is currently 
creating this revoiution forcibly by insisting on starving 
the people with the IMF's prescriptions. It is also being 
created forcibly by a cabinet minister who insists on 
spreading tension and incitement among the ordinary 
Egyptians through police suppression and through prov- 
ocations against the people’s security. What this means is 
that the government itself is facilitating the U.S. mission. 


To conclude, we refuse to let this scheme which we 
believe, regrettably, is premeditated to pass. We believe 
that some of the opposition’s opportunist currents, such 
as the lackey left, are fully aware of the scheme, that they 
are going along with the United States and that they have 
a definite role. As for the right, it is aware of nothing. It 
is being unwittingly, or semi-wittingly, swept by the 
current. All we can do is analyze and warn of the 
demonic games of the United States which uses patriotic 
pan-Arab slogans and so-called revolutionary coups to 
achieve its objectives. It behooves the people to beware 
and to realize that they are the elements targeted by what 
is being schemed in the Army where the United States is 
obviously focusing its efforts. We especially warn the 
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well-meaning and enthusiastic patriotic elements that 
may be drawn by glittering promises and aspirations. As 
for the opportunists and the seekers of power, they 
cannot be cured. May God protect Egypt from the evils 
of the infidels, the hypocrites, and the Americans and 
their followers. 


03494 


Wafd Leader Discusses Mubarak’s Relationship 
With Opposition, Elections 

45040177 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 

24 Jun 88 p 17 


[Interview with Wafd Party Leader Fu’ad Siraj-al-Din 
with AL-DUSTUR correspondent in Cairo—date not 


given] 


[Text] The following is an AL-DUSTUR interview with 
one of Egypt’s politicians, namely Egyptian Wafd Party 
leader Fu’ad “iiraj-al-Din. 


The Wafd Party, as is known, is one of Egypt’s opposi- 
tion parties and probably the biggest both in size and in 
influence among the Egyptian public. 


It can be seen that during the interview Siraj-al-Din 
spoke very frankly about a number of issues. He spoke 
about his party’s attitude toward the ruling party and the 
other opposition parties. He also discussed issues of 
interest to the Egyptian Arab citizens. 


Our first question to the Egyptian Wafd Party leader was 
about his views on the meeting between President Husni 
Mubarak and chief editors of the opposition papers prior 
to his meeting with chief editors of the national papers, 
and the significance of such a meeting. 


[Answer] There is no doubt that this was a positive step. 
It means that the president does not differentiate 
between ihe so-called national papers and the opposition 
parties papers. This is something good which we hope all 
officials in the various authorities will emulate so that 
the ban on the media which some officials impose on the 
Opposition papers will end. 


We hope that President Mubarak’s behavior will be an 
example to be followed by others in various government 
positions in dealing with the opposition papers and their 
representatives. 


[Question] Do you believe that president Mubarak’s 
meeting with chief editors of the opposition papers 
would in any way affect the policies of all or some of 
these papers? 


[Answer] I will talk only about AL-WAFD newspaper, 
for I have no right to speak about the other papers. With 
regard to AL-WAFD, I, as chairman of the papers’s 
board of directors and leader of my party, assure you 
that the paper will continue with its policy unchanged 
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because it has been and is still working for the interest of 
the country. In my estimation, President Mubarak’s 
meeting with chief editors of the opposition papers was 
for the purpose of putting the full facts before them. I do 
not think that lessening criticism) of certain officials by 
these papers was one of the meeting’s objectives. 


[Question] The consultative council has just passed 
amendments to the local administration law. These 
amendments include amending powers of the provincial 
governor and the local council, abolishing the right to 
question the governor, and combining the party ticket 
method and the individual seat method in the election 
for these councils. What is your opinion of these amend- 
ments and the local councils election system? 


[Answer] Most of the amendments that have been made 
were merely procedural measures. For example, the 
name of the local government has become the “local 
administration”. The governor in his province will be 
representing the “executive authority” and not the pres- 
ident. The only amendment that is of some significance 
is the one that abolishes the right of local councils to 
question the governors and restricts them to making 
suggestions, asking questions, and requesting informa- 
tion regarding matters they want to discuss. This dimin- 
ishes the powers of the local councils and in return gives 
greater powers and authority to the governors. 


With regard to the method of electing members of these 
councils which combines the party ticket method and the 
individual seat method, it is the nearest thing to the 
method by which the People’s Assembly elections were 
held for the current parliamentary session. The like of 
this system does not exist in any other country. It is the 
invention of the “law tailors” in Egypt. And there are so 
many of them! 


[Question] Doesn't the opposition parties leaders’ deci- 
sion to fight the local council elections in a unified ticket 
reflect their weakness vis-a-vis the ruling party? 


[Answer] In the Wafd Party we refused to fight the last 
People’s Assembly elections under the banner of the 
“alliance” that was struck between the Liberal Party and 
the Muslim Brotherhood, out of our belief in the people’s 
awareness and their right to elect the representatives of 
the party which they believe expresses their aspirations. 
But the situation in the local council elections where the 
elections are characterized by favoritism and influenced 
by familial tendencies is different because they are 
conducted within a narrow society. Hence the opposition 
parties leaders’ decision to fight the local council elec- 
tions on a unified ticket. 


[Question] What is the Wafd Party’s stand on the ques. 
tion of abolishing the commodities subsidies and raising 
wages, Or maintaining the subsidies and stabilizing the 


wages? 
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[Answer] The Wafd Party’s economic program is clear 
and frank on this matter. We stiongly demand the 
abolition of subsidies which go to the coffers of the 
middlemen znd from which the people are not benefit- 
ing. At the same time, we equally strongly demand 
raising salaries and wages to a level commensurate with 
prices, and not just a slight increase as the government is 
planning. We have repeatedly demanded this until we 
became blue in the face. Finally, under IMF pressure, the 
government was forced to adopt the policy of abolishing 
subsidies and increasing wages. All that I hope for now— 
now that the Wafd Party’s demand has once again 
proved to be correct—is for the wage increase to be of a 
suitable proportion so that the low income class will not 
have to suffer more burdens and hardships. 


[Question] What about the law on money investment 
companies, on which the final touches are being put 
pricr to debating it in the People’s Assembly? 


[Answer] I do not have a complete picture of the pro- 
posed law. Let us wait until it is discussed at the People’s 
Assembly in order to know its features, and then we will 
judge whether we are for it or against it. Generally we 
hope that the objective of the law is, as President 
Mubarak stated, to safeguard the depositors’ funds and 
not to destroy the successful companies. 


[Question] Some people are obviously concerned over 
the future of the Wafd Party after you. What is your 
comment? 


Despite the embarrassing question, Fu’ad Siraj-al-Din 
smiled before answering: 


[Answer] The Wafd Party is not fouaded on a single 
individual, no matter who that individual may be. We 
have our own internal organizations that organize lead- 
ership succession in the party. The Wafd Party is proud 
of its young cadres from the various sectors. In this 
regard, I would like to thank those who show concern 
over the Wafd Party’s future, and assure them that *he 
party derives its strength from its children, and with the 
help of its cadres and Egyptian nationalist members it 
will continue its march. 


13305 
Director of Abu Dhabi Fund Discusses Upcoming 
45040168b Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 5 Jun 88 p 8 


{Interview with Nasir al-Nuways, Director of the Abu 
Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Development 
[ADFAED)], by Fatin “Abd-al-Razzaq in Cairo—date not 
given] 


[Text] Nasir al-Nuways, Director of the ADFAED, in an 
interview with AL-AKHBAR, said that the Fund will 
promote important Egyptian projects, including indus- 
trial projects. He said, “The first objective we are trying 


NEAR EAST 


to achieve is land reform in areas west of al-Nubariyah, 
al-Bustan, and the Sinai, in order to sell the land to the 
private sector. We also aim to establish three tourist 
villages initially.” 


The ADFAED director praised the efforts of President 
Husni Mubarak and the government for improving the 
investment climate, including the unification of the rate 
of exchange, the use of chartered flights in order to 
attract tourists, and facilitating investment procedures. 


He said: “No matter what the Arab states and their 
financial institution offer [Egypt], it is little in relation to 
what Egypt offered to the Arab people.” 


Nasir al-Nuways, Director of the ADFAED, began his 
interview with AL-AKHBAR saying: “I have come to 
Cairo at the instructions of His Excellency Shaykh Zayid 
Al Nuhayyan in order to offer the Egyptian economy all 
possible support and backing. Our priorities are food 
security projects, tourism, and attracting investors from 
the Gulf area, especially the UAE.” 


[Question] Are there any specific project studies? 


[Answer] All the studies that we received were prelimi- 
nary, including studies on land reform and planting the 
land with wheat, vegetables, and fruits. We will provide 
this project with the basic utilities, and it will be jointly 
run by the Fund and the Egyptian Government. The 
Fund will offer foreign cash and the government will 
offer Egyptian cash. 


In other words, the project will be a joint one between 
the two parties. The Fund will offer very easy loans 
repayable in 20 years, with a grace period of 4 years and 
an interest rate of 3 to 5 percent annually. 


[Question] How will work with the Fund be carried out? 


[Answer] At first we will begin by reforming 65,000 out 
of 215,000 feddans. The Fund will allocate 200 million 
pounds for this project. The al-Nubariyah area has been 
selected for this project. After the protocol is signed, a 
company will be set up in order to carry out the imple- 
mentation studies. The joint committee which super- 
vises the implementation will then hold its first meeting. 


[Question] You mentioned tourism as one of the new 
fields. Where will such projects be carried out and how 
will they be implemented? 


[Answer] We will visit Sharm al-Shaykh, al-Ghurdaqah, 
and Luxor in order to choose the new locations. But we 
will begin by establishing three tourist villages initially. 
This tour will be followed by other tours in order to 
finance industrial projects. 


[Question] You met with officials in the Investment 
Authority. What did you discuss, and what were the 
results? 
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[Answer] I have met with Dr Muhyi-al-Din al-Gharib. 
deputy chairman of the Investment Authority, and we 
got acquainted with the new facilities in the investment 
field. It has been established that the results of the 
investment symposium that was held last March were 
positive and removed many obstacles. 


[Question] Did the Fund participate in earlier projects in 
Egypt? 


{Answer} The relations between the Fund and Egypt 
were never severed, not even during the most difficult 
conditions. The Fund has given Egypt about $150 mil- 
lon, including $35 million for transport and communi- 
cation projects (development of the Suez Canal), $70 
million for electricity (the Abu-Qir power station), and 
$7 million for hotels (the Marriott Hotel), and $25 
million for the industry (Talkha fertilizers). 


13305 

Chief of Canal Authority Discusses Ongoing 
Development. Revenues 

45040 168a Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 5 Jun 88 p § 


{Interview with Muhammad ‘Izzat “Adil, Chief of the 
Suez Canal Authority, by Yasir Riziq in Cairo: date not 
given] 


[Excerpts] Engineer Muhammad ‘Izzat ‘Adil, Chief of 
the Canal Authority, began his interview with AL- 
AKHBAR saying: “The canal has given Egypt a lot. 
Since it was reopened it gave Egypt $10 billion, the 
revenue from the passage of ships and tankers. The 
Canal Authority has built 5,600 housing units for its 
workers, contributed to the implementation of 30 devel- 
opment projects, boosted the output of water pumping 
Stations in the canal towns by 211 percent, and the 
authority's electric power stations by 100 percent. It also 
paved 600 km of roads, built 24 tugs, seven dredgers, and 
two oxygen and acetylene plants in the Port Said dock. 


“With regard to development of the canal, the first phase 
of the development was completed in December | 980, as 
a result of which the canal became capable of receiving 
ships of 160,000 tons instead of 60,000 tons as in 1976 
and the canal’s length was extended from | 73 km to 195 
km as a result of extending the length of the two entrance 
channels.” 


[Question] Are there any reassuring signs regarding the 
canal’s revenues this year? 


[Answer] All signs indicate that this year we are, God 
willing, going to achieve the highest revenues in the 
canal’s history. There wil! be an increase of $70 million 
over last year’s revenues, which totaled $1.222 bi'lion. 
Total revenues during the past 5 months reached $539 
million—that is, an average of $3.5 million daily. The 
average revenue this year increased despite the continu- 
ing Gulf War, the drop in oil exports, and the decrease in 
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traffic trade with the Gulf states. This was as a result of 
the Canal Authority's :nitiative in April 1987 to reduce 
transit fees for the long-distance shipping lines using the 
Cape of Good Hope. in order to make using the canal 
attractive. This 1 in addition to the drop in the value of 
the dollar in relation to the special drawing nghis based 
on which the Canal Authority collects transit fees. This 
unit is a “currency basket” including the Japanese yen, 
Deutsche mark, pound sterling, Fre sch franc, and Amer- 
ican dollar. 


[Question] Is there any intention to change the transit 
fees” 


[Answer] We decided to stabilize the canal transit fees 
this year when we found out that the increase in special 
drawing mghts in relation to the dollar could be a 
contributing factor to the expulsion of certain ships from 
the canal route. This, however, does not mean that we do 
not follow economic changes and the factors affecting 
the maritime shipping economies. If we were to find that 
there are signs that would justify raising the fees, then we 
would give 2 months n.«1ce to our customers and would 
increase the fees in a fair and carefully studied manner in 
order to generate the greatest possible revenue for the 
state. The canal 1s still the cheapest maritime passage 
between the east and the west. We are seeking to keep it 
this way forever. 


[Question] From time to time the question of building an 
Israel canal competing with the Suez Canal is raised. To 
what extent would this affect the Egyptian canal? 


[Answer] There is no intention to build such a canal in 
Israel. This subject is raised from time to time merely for 
the purpose of debate. But should such a canal come into 
existence one day, the natural thing would be to compete 
with it. | am sure that the competition will be in favor of 
the Suez Canal because it was built 120 years ago and its 
book value is only | pound. I can write off my depreci- 
ations completely and reduce the fees in order to com- 
pete with it. In order for such a canal to cover its 
expenses its fees should be high. Therefore, it will not 
stand up to competition. 


[Question] What is the situation with regard to imple- 
menting the second stage of development of the canal? 


{ Answer] During my recent visit to the United States ! 
met with the World Bank director and I sensed that he 
was ready to do anything for the sake of the Suez Canal. 
This ts because in the World Bank they consider the 
canal as one of the best clients they have dealt with in the 
Middle East, because it studies its projects thoroughly 
and adheres to the period of implementation and the 
period of spending the loans. Therefore, I have brought 
up with the World Bank officials the question of the 
second phase ot development and asked them to conduct 
a feasibility study on the project free of charge. They 
promised to consider the matter, and after returning 
home I received a telex message from the World Bank 
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informing us that a delegation will be arriving in mid- 
June. This 1s an indication that they are going to approve 
our request. I have also contacted “Abd-al-laif al- 
Hamad, chairman of the Arab Development Fund. with 
whom we have had good relations since he was chairman 
of the Kuwaiti Development Fund. which participated 
in financing the first phase of development. As soon as 
he heard about the project, he agreed to pay ail the costs 
of the feasibility study. He ased for some data about the 
project and to be authorized to discuss the subject with 
the Fund. I have notified Dr ‘Atif “Ubayd, Minister of 
Cabinet Affairs of this so he can take the necessary steps. 


[Question] What about financing? 


[Answer] Financing the second phase of the canal devel- 
opment is no problem. The World Bank 1s ready and the 
Arab funds will welcome it. The same thing goes for 
Japan. There is usuaily a rush to finance canal projects. 
We find no difficulty in that, particularly since ‘tt 1s an 
international facility serving everybody and not just 
Egypt. 


[Question] What 1s the objective of the second phase” 


[Answer] After the first phase was completed, giant 
tankers were capabie of transiting the canal unloaded. 
After being loaded with oil they would take the Cape of 
Good Hope route. Therefore, the canal benefits only 
aims at deepening and widening the canal so as to be able 
to receive tankers carrying 250,000 to 260,000 tons, fully 
loaded, with a 68-feet draft—that is, 21 meters high. the 
equivalent of a seven-story building. It 1s necessary that 
there should be 3 meters of water under the ship. which 
means that the depth of the canal after the second phase 
will be 24 meters high, while now it is 19.5 meters high. 
With regard to the width, we should widen the canal by 
30 to 50 meters. We have implemented part of the 
second phase, using the surplus canal dredger resources. 
We have widened the canal to the i:mits of the second 
phase for a distance of 70 km in the northern sector. 


[Question] How long will the project take to complete” 


[Answer] We expect the second phase to be completed in 
three and a half to four years and it would cost $700 
million. If the project's feasibility 1s established. then the 
Suez Canal authority dredgers will impiement part of 11 
and the rest will be awarded to foreign contractors in an 
international bid. The amount of sand, rocks, and mud 
that wiil be dredged from the canal will total about 400 
million cubic meters. 


[Question] A final question: Is it possible to visualize the 
Egyptian administration's dreams for the future of the 
canal? 


[Answer] We have put the dreams for the cana! on paper. 
The future project is to have a dual canal from the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean Sea—that is. to have two 
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canals. The widih and depth would be determined 
according to developments of maritime shipping. This 
dream would come true only on the basis of new feas’- 
bility studies that would determine the phases of imple- 
mentaticn so that we would not burden the state with 
expenses without reasonable return. 


I would not imagine that this preyect will be achieved in 
the near future because the current canal capacity can 
handle all the world trade. In fact 50 ships transit the 
canal daily, while an average of 70 ships can transit it 
daily without delay. Therefore, there is no need at 
present to build a dual canal. But if in the future the 
number of transiting ships increases, then we would 
launch this massive project in phases. 


13305 


Pelice Team Formed To Watch Water Usage 
45040 180a Cairo AKHIR SA’AH in Arabic 8 Jun 88 p 7 


{Article by Tuham: Muntasar] 


{Text} A decision has been made to establish the first 
Cairo water investigations team. Its task will be to arrest 
anyone who commits water violations, steals water, or 
uses drinking water for unauthorized purposes, such as 
cleaning streets, watering gardens, washing cars, etc. The 
tear will begin operating on the first of next month. It 
will warn and fine first-tsme violators, and fine and/or 
arrest second-time violators. This was explained to 
AKHIR LAHZAH [as published] by Major General Eng 
Kamal Hayab. the chief of the Cairo water utility. 


May Gen Hayab added that the organization will provide 
2.600 paying jobs to youths this summer. The youths will 
redraw the map of networks since most of the network 
markers have been obliterated due to extensive excava- 
tron and paving operations in the streets. The lack of 
markers has caused difficulties in locating the water 
mains when a main pipe ts broken, which in turn has led 
to the loss of large quantities of drinking water. 


The chief of the Cairo water utility said, “Also, after the 
youths are trained, they will install new meters as part of 
the organization's national meters program, which 
requires the installation of 2.5 million meters in Cairo 
alone. so that each apartment can be billed instead of just 
the property owner, thereby reducing the loss of house- 
hold drinking water by 50 percent.” 


Major General Engineer Kamal Hayab explained to 
AKHIR LAHZAH [as published] that information agen- 
cies have the important task of making citizens aware, 
and informing them, of the real danger of a water 
shortage as well as the need to control, and not waste, 
drinking water. For its part, the organization is currently 
Organizing free. three-day training courses for citizens in 
plumbing and the repair of water faucets and flush tanks 
. More than 500 citizens have received training from the 
Organization so far. The organization welcomes citizens, 











JPRS-NEA-88-056 
5 August 1988 


and will train them at no cost. It calls on them to 
appreciate the circumstances of the country, especially 
with regard to water in general, and drinking water in 
particular. 
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Political Prisoners Escape From Turrah Prison 


45040193b Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
18 Jul 88 p 1 


[Ar-icle: “Three Convicts Sentenced to Life Term Escape 
From Turrah Prison; Strict Watch Imposed on Ports, 
Airports To Stop Them From Leaving Country”’] 


[Text] Three convicts sentenced to life terms at hard 
labor in the assassination of the late President Anwar 
al-Sadat and in the case of the Jihad Organization 
yesterday escaped Turrah Prison after attacking the 
guards on duty at the prison. 


A statement issued by the Ministry of Interior notes that 
the three escapees are: Khamis Muhammad Mu:':m, 40 
years old, 165 centimeters tall, dark-skinned, of m.eqiivm 
build. and slightly balding; Muhammad Mahmud Salii: 
al-Aswani, 31 years old, 160 centimeters tal’, brown- 
skinned, black-haired, and slightly balding; and ‘1:am-al- 
Din Muhammad Kamal al-Qamari, 37 years old, with 
gray hair generously sprinkled with white, 160 cent'me- 
ters tall, and with a rather reddish complexion. 


The Ministry of Interior has announced a substantial 
financial reward for information leading to the appre- 
hension of the escaped prisoners. Maj Gen Zaki Badr, 
the minister of interior, has also instructed that strict 
watch be imposed on the ports and airports to prevent 
the prisoners from leaving the country and that strict 
security measures be established around the prisons. 


The three prisoners managed to escape after smashing 
their cell’s iron locks from within. When the two men 
guarding the cell realized what was happening they 
confronted the priscners, who grabbed an automatic rifle 
from one of the guards, headed for Turrah Prison’s outer 
wall, and managed to climb it. When the men guarding 
the prison’s outer walls became aware of the prisoners, 
they exchanged fire with them. One of the guards was 
wounded and his automatic rifle fell to the ground and 
was picked up by one of the prisoners. The r«isoners 
used the two rifles and five explosive charges which they 
had made from matchstick heads tc cover their escape, 
fleeing with the weapons in their prison uniforms. 


Security sources have said that the information gathered 
indicates that there was a premeditated escape plan. 


As soon as Maj Gen Zaki Bad, the minister of interior, 
was notified of the incident, he went to Turrah Prison, 
arriving early yesterday morning, accompanied by a 
number of his mejor aides, and inspected the cell in 
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which the escaped prisoners were incarcerated. He 
inspected the cell’s iron doors and issued a decision to 
interrogate the officers in charge of the prison. 


Upon the prisoners’ escape, a state of maximum alert 
was declared in Turrah Prison and instructions were 
issued to ban visits by the prisoners’ relatives. 


Mu’tazz Khafajah, al-Ma’adi prosecution chief, and Ihab 
Shihatah, the first deputy prosecutor, went to Turrah 
Prison and found that the prisoners had broken the cell 
lock with stee! chisels, seized two 7.62-mm automatic 
rifles, and fled, using ropes made of their undergarments 
to climb the prison walls despite the guards having 
opened fire on them. The prosecution also found the 
remains of the explosives made by the prisoners. The 
prosecution decided to impound the prisoners’ cell, the 
steel chisels, and the remains of the explosives. 


The two wounded guards who are at Qasr al-’Ayni 
Hospital are scheduled to be interrogated this morning if 
their physical condition improves. 


It is to be noted that the three prisoners were sentenced 
to life terms after being convicted of murder and of 
planning and participating in President al-Sadat’s assas- 
sination and that prisoners Khamis Muhammad Muslim 
and Muhammad al-Aswani killed Capt Ahmad Salah-al- 
Din Mutawalli, an officer of the State Security Investi- 
gation, when he tried to apprehend them at Muslim’s 
house. In the wake of the October 1981 events, they fired 
19 rounds from a submachinegun into the officer’s body 
and fled, remaining at large until they were arrested. 
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Money Market Organization’s President Explains 
New Investment Companies Law 

45040180b Cairo AKHIR SA’AH in Arabic 

8 Jun 88 p 55 


[Text] Dr. Muhammad Hasan Fajj al-Nur, the chairman 
of the Financial Market Organization, stated that the 
state’s goal with regard to the new investment companies 
law is to benefit everyone, and that, in relation to 
companies, no one will be forced to transform his 
deposits into shares or instruments, and that each depos- 
itor must act in accordance with his interest. He stated 
that local companies, if they wish to continue to be in 
compliance with the new law, must adjust their situa- 
tions during the year, and that if they wish to liquidate 
their operations, they must return funds to depositors 
during the two years following the issuance of the edict 
implementing the law. He added that company owners 
bear full responsibility for the return of funds. 


Dr Fajj al-Nur stated that the edict of implementation 
will be issued during the three-month period following 
approval of the law by parliament. He stated that one of 
the new clauses in the law stipulates that investment 
instruments permitted by the law be ten times as much 
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as capital, and that these instruments cannot be circu- 
lated in the stock exchange; it further stipulates that the 
bearers of these instruments are entitled to a share of 
company revenues, be they profits or losses, but are 
prohibited from intervening in the company’s adminis- 
tration, and from attending general meetings. Bearers of 
these instruments can withdraw their funds before own- 
ers of capital and other shareholders in the event that the 
company is liquidated. 


Dr Fajj al-Nur stated that companies do not have the 
right to make loans because loaning is the essence of 
bank operations. He added that companies must diver- 
sify their activities in order to reduce the risk to inves- 
tors, and, at the same time, must adhere to the objectives 
which they defined in their establishment request. 


Dr Fajj al-Nur emphasized that the new law assuages 
providers of funds because it stipulates that the number 
of founders in any company be no less than 20 individ- 
uals, and that the share of each founder not be less than 
one percent, with 50 percent of the company’s shares 
being offered for public subscription in order that there 
be a true general meeting as well as a true administrative 
council. 
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ISRAEL 
DAVAR Publishes Bac und Story on 
Journalist Hana Sin 


44230040a Tel Aviv DAVAR Weekly Supplement in 
Hebrew 17 Jun 88 pp 5-8 


[Article by Daniel Ben-Simon: “*Hana Sinyurah”’] 


[Text] Two months ago, when Hana Sinyurah was 
refused permission to leave the country, George Shultz 
asked Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir to issue him an 
exit visa. Likud members voiced criticism and ground 
their teeth, but Shamir complied with the request of the 
U.S. foreign secretary. Sinyurah, editor of AL FAJIR and 
PLO roving ambassador to the world, is viewed as a 
representative of the moderate line. He participated in 
protest demonstrations in Israel against the govern- 
ment’s policy in the territories and has been considered 
to represent the Palestinians at the peace conference. He 
has stated that he will consider running in the elections 
for Jerusalem’s City Council. Is the man a local leader 
and partner for negotiations, or a sham leader with no 
popular support behind him? 


The telephone rings in Hana Sinyurah’s house. 
“Hi, may I speak to Mr Sinyurah?” 


“Who wants to speak to Mr Sinyurah?” asks a feminine 
voice on the other end of the line. 


“I am a journalist...” 
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“He is not in the country.” 

“Can you tell me when he will be back?” 
“Does he know you?” 

“Yes, he knows me.” 

“Perhaps in one week, or two.” 

“Where is he?” 

“I’m sorry, I cannot tell you.” 


The telephone rings at the East Jerusalem nespaper AL 
FAJIR. 


“Hello, may I speak to the editor?” 

“Who wants him?” asks a man’s voice on the other end. 
“I am a journalist...” 

“Does he know you?” 

“Yes, we have an appointment for an interview.” 


“Mr Sinyurah is not in the country and I do not know 
when he will be back.” 


Why so much suspicion, I asked Sinyurah on his return 
to Israel. A few minutes before that I had been through a 
short grilling at the entrance door to the newspaper. An 
angry looking young man had been inquiring as to the 
purpose of my call. After being told, he asked me to wait 
outside. A few long minutes later he reappeared and 
motioned me to go in. The staffs suspicious looks 
followed me to Sinyurah’s office. Sinyurah explained 
that the suspicion was the direct outcome of Israel’s 
heavy-handed policy against the Palestinians in the 
territories. For a Palestinian, each Israeli, even if he is in 
civilian clothes, is a potential soldier and consequently a 
potential enemy. 


“Is anyone after you?” I asked. 


“I am constantly singled out for harassment,” Sinyurah 
replied, smiling his perpetual smile. “A few days ago, 
when I was returning from abroad, I was held at the 
airport for hours, for no reason. Your people confiscated 
all the papers and documents I had in my suitcase and 
ordered me to appear at the police station for question- 
ing.” 


The newspaper is located on the second floor of an old 
Arab stone house not far from the Nablus Gate. Amos 
Oz once visited here and compared the atmosphere at 
AL FAJIR to the atmosphere prevailing at a Hebrew or 
Yiddish newspaper in East Europe before the Holocaust: 
poverty and enthusiasm; inspired turns of phrase and 
nagging, prosaic problems; poetry and politics. “I 
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counted five small rooms,” Oz wrote after the visit, 
“furnished with plain wooden tables, chairs with paint 
peeling from them, and many posters in Arabic. The 
posters were colorful and wild. The artists had chosen to 
use the most shocking and the simplest possible symbols, 
such as a fierce-looking woman (Falastin) with ampu- 
tated legs (the mayors), the tendons of which were 
growing deep roots into the earth. The woman was 
handcuffed and on her head was a wounded dove 
dripping blood. Another poster showed a hobnail boot 
crushing a child’s soft hand holding an olive branch...” 
Interestingly, Oz’s visit took place long before the upris- 
ing. 


Hana Sinyurah is the newspaper’s editor. In addition, for 
a few years now he has served as PLO’s roving ambas- 
sador. Israel has been anxiously following his moves in 
the country and outside of it. Israel knows that he is in 
constant contact with the top PLO leadership in the 
world, but the policy toward him is not to restrict his 
movements. Many Israelis would like to see him join his 
comrades behind bars, but the usual answer is that there 
is no real gain in jailing him. Not that it has not been 
tried in the past, but Sinyurah moves very carefully. 
Moreover, he enjoys international protection, beginning 
with U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz. Some 2 
months ago the dzfense forces refused him permission to 
go on one of his dialogue trips. Sinyurah did not get too 
excited. The one who did was Shultz, who felt compelled 
to take a very unusual step. He asked Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir to issue Sinyurah the exit visa, which 
Shamir did, much to the displeasure of his party leaders. 
Not long ago Yitzhak Rabin described him as one of the 
PLO leaders in the territories. Sinyurah had the “priv- 
ilege” of visiting the investigation rooms of the Jerusa- 
lem police for urging the inhabitants of the territories to 
boycott Israeli products. On that occasion, too, he main- 
tained his composure, and he was released after a few 
hours. Even the requests to exile him did not make much 
of an impression on him. He preserved his smiling poker 
face. He has seen his friends disappear on a daily basis, 
some of them into exile and others into administrative 
detention. Recently he has seen plainclothes security 
men burst into his newspaper and seize anything handy, 
including members of the editorial staff, who were also 
put into administrative detention. Sinuyrah himself was 
not touched, as if he did not belong to the newspaper he 
puts out. 


Sinyurah says that he is not afraid of the defense forces. 
As far as he is concerned, they can arrest him. He does 
not say so explicitly, but one gets the feeling that he 
would not mind if Israel turned him into an interna- 
tional incident, as was the case with his friend Mubarak 
Awwad. He may not need Israel to arrest or exile him in 
order to become a cause celebre, but if the measure of a 
Palestinian hero is detention or exile, then Sinyurah has 
missed out on both. And as such, his path among the 
Palestinians is not strewn with roses. In other words, it is 
difficult to believe that a few months in a detention 
camp would damage his prestige in the Palestinian 
community in the territories. On the contrary. 
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To many in Israel and in the territories Hana Sinyurah is 
an enigma. For the Israelis he is one of the local leaders. 
The majority of the Palestinians view him as a sham 
leader with no popular support. Until the uprising he was 
viewed in the world as one of the keynoters of Palestin- 
ian public opinion. In the United States and in Europe 
he was viewed as an ideal representative in negotiations 
with Israel on the future of the territories. Coincidentally 
or otherwise, Yasir ‘Arafat also nurtured him as one of 
his close favorites. Of all the West Bank leaders, Sinyu- 
rah and Attorney Faiz Abu-Rahma from Gaza were the 
ones who 2 years ago were mandated by ‘Arafat to 
represent him in the diplomatic contacts between the 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation and the United States. 
He continued to enjoy a special status for a long time, 
more precisely until last December, when the volcano 
erupted. Since then his stature has dropped. Althougii he 
says that the uprising is the most important event that 
has occurred in the territories since 1967, he is forced to 
admit that he had nothing to do with the outbreak. The 
restless young Palestinians took the matter into their 
own hands and left veteran leaders like Sinyurah unem- 
ployed. If so, he was asked, in whose name was he talking 
now and whom did he represent? “I speak for each 
Palestinian who suffers as a result of this situation,” he 
says. “Not every Palestinian who says that he speaks for 
the Palestinian people reflects the real picture. Only the 
PLO speaks for the Palestinians. The young leaders of 
the uprising, too, will tell you that the PLO is their only 
representative. You Israelis are trying to split us. It must 
be made clear that we Palestinians are united in one 
front around the PLO. The split is in your government, 
which is not capable of speaking with one voice.” 


Hana Sinyurah was born some 50 years ago in old 
Katamon, west Jerusalem. His was a prosperous Chris- 
tian family that for many years had a flourishing phar- 
macy in the Old City. Before the establishment of Israel 
the family moved to the Biq’a neighborhood. With the 
outbreak of the War of Independence the family was 
forced to migrate to the eastern part of the city, in the 
belief that the war would last only a few days, after which 
they hoped to return to their home. But that hope has to 
this day failed to materialize. His parents had intended 
him to inherit the family business. Instead, he chose to 
travel to remote San Francisco, where he hoped to 
realize his childhood dream and become a construction 
engineer. After two years in college he came to the 
conclusion that it was not for him. He returned to the 
family and began working in the pharmacy. In 1961 he 
went to Beirut to study pharmacology. He came back 
unexpectedly claiming that the school was too expensive. 
However, rumor had it that he had abandoned his 
studies because he had been caught cribbing on an exam. 
He married a beauty from Zahla, Lebanon, and left with 
her to India to continue his studies. The Six-Day War 
broke out during one of his visits. He went to Amman 
and continued to India from there. When he asked to 
join his family in Jerusalem, he was turned down. After 
two years of struggle the Israeli authorities allowed him 
to cross the bridges within the framework of family 
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reunification. Sinyurah continued running the family 
pharmacy and moved to a large house in Bet Hananya in 
northern Jerusalem. 


After a few quiet years, Sinyurah became restless. He 
wanted to spread his wings and get into politics. His 
friend Joe Nasir, back from a long exile in the United 
States, provided him with a cause. The latter persuaded 
Paul Ajaluni, a Palestinian businessman residing in the 
United States, to found a new newspaper that would 
express the national aspirations of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. The idea materialized in 1972 and Sinyurah found 
himself on the editorial staff of AL FAJIR—THE 
DAWN—which began appearing in East Jerusalem. The 
newspaper soon became the PLO mouthpiece in the 
territories, relentlessly attacking the Israeli occupation. 
Jordan’s supporters in the territories did not come out 
‘vell in it either. Nasir’s editorials tirelessly attacked 
King Husayn and accused his supporters of collaborating 
with Israel. The rift between the two camps was soon 
completed. One day Nasir published a sharp attack in 
the paper against Shaykh al-Jabri, the elderiy leader of 
Hebron who was known for his overt and covert rela- 
tions with the Israeli authorities, particularly with 
Moshe Dayan. Al-Jabri appeared in a caricature as 4 
donkey hoiding a shoe in his mouth, with Moshe Dayan 
riding on his back. That was as good as a declaration of 
war on the pro-Jordanian leadership in the territories. 
Following a series of threats, Nasir left his home and 
went to live in the Saint George Hotel in East Jerusalem. 
A few days later he left the hotel on his way to make 
peace with the shaykh. But he did not make it to the 
““sulhah” [reconciliation ceremony], or to anywhere else 
for that matter. His remains are still missing. That was in 
1974. 


Of the trio that founded the newspaper only Hana 
Sinyurah is now left. The pharmacist from Bet Hananya 
suddenly found himself bringing out a newspaper with- 
out the benefit of the required experience. To his credit 
it must be added that he recognized his limitations and 
took care to bring in young journalists to do the writing 
and editing. The upheavals, however, did not end there. 
Within a short time Sinyurah was enmeshed in sharp 
conflicts with his staff, which in most cases ended with 
the journalists leaving the newspaper. It did not take 
Sinyurah long to realize how difficult it would be for him 
to satisfy the national appetites of his young employees. 
They seized on every opportunity to clash with the 
Israeli censorship. In spite of repeated warnings and 
frequent closings down, they continued to print extreme 
nationalistic articles permeated by ‘Arafat’s spirit. ““The 
conflicts between Sinyurah and his employees were very 
bitter,” said an East Jerusalem journalist.“He had a 
deathly feud with his news reporters. They demanded a 
more nationalistic line, while he tried to restrain them 
for fear that Israel would close down the newspaper.” 


As a rule, the disputes between him and his staff were 
resolved in transatlantic talks with the publisher, Paul 
Ajaluni. The latter always took Sinyurah’s side, having 
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learned to appreciate his delicate balancing act. Sinyurah 
ensured that the newspaper remained an outlet for PLO 
propaganda and even managed to arrive at a modus 
vivendi with the Israeli censorship. As it happens, Sin- 
yurah manages to make the sharpest statements sound 
moderate. There is something unthreatening about his 
expression. In answer to every question he reiterates the 
same old refrain: The PLO is the only representative, 
‘Arafat is its eminent leader, and nothing can be done 
without them. In his case, the tone makes the music, and 
his is a minor tone devoid of any shrillness or threat. 
Small wonder then that Israel still has some liking for 
him, despite the fact that his political views are identical 
with those of Faysal al-Husayni. The difference between 
the two is that al-Husayni did about eight months in 
administrative detention and was released only recently, 
while Sinyurah continued to travel between Jerusalem 
and other capitals of the world with stopovers in Amman 
to brief his highness. In addition, he also calls ‘Arafat in 
Tunis on the telephone to report on happenings in the 
territories and to coordinate the next move. There is not 
the shadow of a doubt that if elections were held in the 
territories Faysal al-Husayni would beat Sinyurah badly, 
if for no other reason than for the prosaic reason that the 
former is viewed as a proud and independent Palestin- 
ian, while the latter is perceived as the joint invention of 
the Israeli and Western media. 


Sinyurah has many enemies in the territories, and that 
not merely among the settlers. The leftist groups and the 
communists loathe him and his lifestyle. To them he 
represents everything against which they fight. He is 
middle class, rich, and not without aristocratic airs. His 
appearance is faultless, but it is perceived as too osten- 
tatious. He forms relationships easily, is seen a lot in the 
company of Western leaders, and is thought to be one of 
the favorites of the U.S. Consulate in East Jerusalem. 
And as if that were not enough, he has social and working 
relations with “Peace Now” and other Israeli peace 
movements. And above all, his enemies cannot live with 
his ambition to be one of the leaders of the Palestinian 
population in the territories. He will never clearly admit 
to enjoying the leadership siatus, but even his close 
friends will swear to it that his desire to be a leader 
borders on obsession. There is only one thing, they say, 
that competes with that desire, and that is of course his 
thirst for publicity. He will never turn down any jour- 
nalist that wants to hear his views. Although he is busy 
from morning till night, his agenda is loaded with 
meetings and talks with Israeli and foreign journalists. 


A new book that appeared in East Jerusalem a few 
months ago did a good job of presenting the mixed 
feelings that the Palestinians have toward their local 
leaders, including Sinyurah. The book, written by vet- 
eran East Jerusalem journalist Muhammad Abu-Shal- 
bayah, deals perceptively and at times even mercilessly 
with the leadership in the territories, whom it blames for 
the pitiful situation of the Palestinian population. Sig- 
nificantly, the book appeared about 3 months before the 
uprising. In an interview for an Israeli newspaper at 
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about the time that the book came out, Abu-Shalbayah 
said: “To a large extent this book is an indictment 
against those corrupt Palestinians that sprouted on the 
ruins. They built luxurious palaces with PLO and Jorda- 
nian money while crying crocodile tears for the difficult 
situation in the refugee camps... They ordered furniture 
from Europe with money meant as relief for the Pales- 
tinian population, while at the same time making beau- 
tiful phrases about the need to establish a Palestinian 
state. They put thousands of dinars into landscaping 
their gardens, while Palestinian land was snatched by the 
occupation... Hana Sinyurah is one member of that class 
and it is in that light that he is presented in my book, as 
a spearhead of that rotten social-public phenomenon.” 


Four of the 26 chapters of Abu-Shalbayah’s book deal 
specifically with AL FAJIR and its editor, Hana Sinyu- 
rah. “I have nothing personal against Sinyurah,” the 
author claims, “but our people must realize that just as 
you and I were not trained to fly airplanes, a pharmacist 
is not trained to put out a newspaper.” And what does he 
have to say about the newspaper itself? “AL FAJIR is the 
quintessential newspaper that is sold even before it is 
printed. This newspaper is the first corrupt fruit of the 
sin of aid money...which sprouted on the arid ground of 
fake development...” By that Abu-Shalbayah meant the 
Jordanian-PLO joint commissicn funds that were gener- 
ously poured into AL FAJIR. 


Hana Sinyurah shows no sign of being upset by the 
criticism circulating about him in the West Bank. He 
knows that his actions do not enjoy general support; 
nevertheless, he does everything in his power not to 
contribr'te to sharpening conflicts and disputes within 
the Palestinian camp. Only once did he lose control and 
abandon his characteristic restraint. That was about the 
time of his startling statement that he was considering 
running in the elections for Jerusalem’s City Hall. His 
declaration fell like a bolt out of the blue on Israelis and 
Palestinians alike, and the Popular Front hastened to 
react. Sinyurah’s two cars were set on fire, warnings were 
painted on the front of his house, and threatening calls 
were placed to his home. Sinyurah had trouble remain- 
ing moderate, and in a personally written editorial he 
referred to the Popular Front inciters and threateners as 
vampires. He reacted in a similar manner when fliers 
were circulated in the West Bank condemning his meet- 
ing with Shultz. In those fliers Sinyurah was described as 
a traitor and a “collaborator with Western imperialism.” 


In the meantime he has shelved the idea of running in 
the Jerusalem elections. He had not realized what pow- 
erful reactions it would elicit. “I have not given up the 
idea,” he says, “but I have put it off for better days, when 
we have our own state. Then I will run on behalf of and 
for the wellbeing of Jerusalem’s Palestinian citizens.” 


Until then he continues to fly frequently to meetings 
abroad. He has already met with most European leaders 
and with the U.S. secretary of state. He is particularly 
proud of his meeting 2 months ago with the pope at the 
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Vatican. He took care to immortalize their handshake in 
a photograph, which he hung in an appropriate frame 
above his desk at his newspaper office. Surprisingly, he 
meets more Jews than non-Jews. He says that there is no 
European country in which he was not a guest of the 
Jewish community. “I always meet with Jews when I am 
overseas,” he says. “When I was in the United States 
recently I met with the Jewish community in Washing- 
ton. From there I went to Canada anda talked to the 
Jewish leadership. From there I flew to Stockholm to 
meet with the Jewish community. From there I went to 
Brussels to lecture before Jews, and from there I contin- 
ued to France for the same purpose, to talk to Jews.” 


“What do you tell the Jews abroad?” 


“I realize that I must alleviate the fears of the Jews not 
only in Israel, but overseas, too. I explain to them that a 
Palestinian state does not constitute a step toward the 
destruction of the State of Israel. I strive to prove to 
them that precisely the establishment of such a state 
would help Israel, because Israel would thus cease to be 
an alien factor in the Middle East. As soon as a Pales- 
tinian state is established, all the Arab countries wouid 
recognize Israel and the historical enmity would disap- 
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pear. 


“How do they react to your statements?” 


“I have learned to recognize that the Jews carry with 
them the fears of 2,000 years of exile. I am very sensitive 
to their history. I have come to the conclusion that if I 
want to talk to the Jews I have to understand their fears. 
I therefore follow the method of Professor Yehoshafat 
Harkavi, who thinks that in order to change the govern- 
ment one must change the attitude of the masses. This is 
what I try to do both in Israel and abroad.” 


“In that case, you must be an expert in Jewish psychol- 
ogy, something that is not easy.” 


“Yes, I have learned a lot about them. I have learned to 
recognize their anxieties and their obsession with secu- 
rity. This is the question that I am repeatedly asked at 
my appearances before Jews in Israel and overseas. I try 
to explain to them that the Palestinians are the victims, 
the deprived, and that they live under the heavy oppres- 
sion of the Israeli Army... At which point they ask me, 
the victim: And who is to guarantee that you will not 
destroy us once you have a state?” 


“There is a certain irony in the fact that they demand 
guarantees from you...” 


“I tell them that peace is the best guarantee for security. 
I explain to them that we are struggling for the same 
piece of land. We either divide it, or we continue to make 
life hell for each other. You were asking about Jewish 
psychology. Yes, indeed, I have studied it, as have many 
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in the PLO. To my regret, you have not learned anything 
about Palestinian psychology. The sooner you learn it, 
the greater the chance of coming to an agreement.” 


Sinyurah has met more than once with Shim’on Peres, 
both as prime minister and as foreign minister. Shamir 
has never sent him an invitation. Neither has Rabin. 
Peres shows understanding, he said, and he is a pleasant 
interlocutor. “Unfortunately, he is locked into the Jor- 
danian concept. Even if King Husayn were to tell him 
that he is not a partner in the West Bank, Peres would 
continue to persuade him that he is. I have told him that 
he is wrong, and so have Sari Nusaybah and Faiz 
Abu-Rahma. We have told him that we shall never share 
our land with Jordan... It is insulting to us that King 
Husayn should be asked to watch over us...” 


He is convinced that the Intifadah is the most significant 
event that has occurred in the past 40 years. It has 
restored to the Palestinians their pride and self-confi- 
dence. The world is favorably inclined toward them and 
Israeli public opinion has become more aware of their 
problems. “The people did not begin the Intifadah in 
order to destroy Israel,” he says, “but in order to secure 
their rights. We want a flag, an anthem, and a small state 
of our own. We are prepared to give up most of our lands 
in exchange for peace. I think that the Israelis, who are 
experienced in suffering, should be sensitive to our 
patience.” 


Hana Sinyurah, 51, father of three, does not have 
dreams. The dreams ai: a thing of the past. He looks 
toward a better future, a future in which the State of 
Israel will coexist with a Palestinian state, and in which 
Israelis will be able to travel safely in the West Bank, 
Jordan, Syria, Algeria, and the Gulf Emirates. He wants 
to see the citizens of those states visit Israel and the 
neighboring Palestinian state. In his state he would like 
to see two Independence Days: the first would be a 
Memorial Day for all those who fought, and the second 
would be a Life Day. He believes that this scenario will 
come to be still in his lifetime. 


12782 
KUWAIT 


Author Discusses Book on Electronic Warfare 
44040274a Kuwait AL-RA’Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 
14 Jun 88 p 2 


[Article: “Development of Military Technology Has 
Made It Possible To Use Electromagnetic Equipment To 
Eliminate Danger!”’] 


[Excerpts] Air Force Maj Jasim Muhammad al-Basili 
defines electronic warfare as operations in which elec- 
tronic methods and equipment which basically rely on 
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the electromagnetic waves emitted by the enemy's equip- 
ment are used to affect his equipment and prevent him 
from using it, as well as to protect against counterwaves 
so that they will have no effect. 


In an interview conducted by Maj Badr Salih on the 
occasion of the publication of al-Basili’s book ELEC- 
TRONIC WARFARE and published in the last issue of 
DEFENDERS OF THE NATION, Maj al-Basili said, 
“Before joining the communications branch of the tech- 
nical affairs directorate, I took several military courses 
overseas, including a signals officer course in the United 
Kingdom, after which I was transferred to my new unit. 
At that time, a proposal to set up a communications 
control station was under study, so we and the agency 
involved studied and examined it. After that, I enrolled 
in a West German military course on the communica- 
tions aspects of electronic warfare. By November 1984, I 
had come to feel that there was a pressing need to 
research such topics and compile them into a book which 
would cover the fundamentals and effects of electronic 
warfare and everything related to this new art, and which 
in addition would go into the importance of this topic in 
modern times, especially since this type of warfare has 
been used in recent wars. Furthermore, the body of 
military literature needs this sort of book. I had become 
aware of this major lack while researching and writing 
my book, since there was only one Arabic-language book 
on electronic warfare, written by Kamal al-Sa’di and 
published in 1976. 


“Because of my familiarity with specialized Arabic and 
foreign-language books and military journals dealing 
with this topic, I was able to compile information and 
data which would serve the purpose of my book and add 
to it my own personal, job-related knowledge of such 
matters. After that, I took a course in France on elec- 
tronic warfare (specializing in radar) which added to my 
knowledge of this subject. I also took a course in Swit- 
zerland on electronic ciphering equipment, all of which 
helped me add new material to the topic of my book. 


‘After preparing the material for the book, I sought the 
advice of some of the officers at work, specialists in this 
field, who gave me their full support and assistance. In 
turn, I would like to take this opportunity to thank them 
for helping me confirm and verify this information. 
These officers were Air l-orce Staff Lt Col Muhammad 
al-Sirri and Air Force Majors Nasir Sa’ud al-Salih, Sa’d 
Sulayman Bursali, and ‘Abdallah Husayn al-Misbah. 
The latter worked very hard with me, and he deserves to 
be thanked and commended for this positive participa- 
tion. My fellow major has every reason to be proud. 


“The final step was a scientific review of the book. I 
contacted the college of engineering at the University of 
Kuwait, which assisted rne greatly by having Dr Malik 
Ghalum Husayn of the electrical engineering section of 
the college, who has published several scientific research 
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papers on electronic warfare, review the book and com- 
ment on it. I also edited it so that it would be easy to read 
for specialists and non-specialists alike. 


“The book has several main chapters. The first chapter 
deals with the history of electronic warfare. Chapter Two 
deals with the fundamentals of electronic warfare: sig- 
nals intelligence, electronic support measures, electronic 
countermeasures, and countermeasures to these elec- 
tronic countermeasures. Chapter Three deals with early 
warning aircraft and electronic warfare. Chapter Four 
deals with applications of the fundamentals of electronic 
warfare and how they have influenced previous wars. 
Chapter Five deals with the basic requirements for 
electronic warfare, and Chapter Six deals with its objec- 
tives. 
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Investment Company Suffers Major Losses 
44040274b Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA’ in Arabic 
14 Jun 88 p 12 


[Article: “60 Million In Foreign Investment Losses’’] 


[Text] AL-QABAS reports that the Kuwaiti Trade, Con- 
tracting and Foreign Investment Company lost about 60 
million Kuwaiti dinars during the fiscal year ending 31 
December 1987, thus wiping out the greater part of the 
shareholders’ equity in the company, which amounts to 
about 73 million Kuwaiti dinars. AL-QABAS said that 
the losses were mainly due to falling local and interna- 
tional prices for the shares, as well as losses resulting 
from debts. For this reason, the immediate reasons for 
this loss of citizens’ money must be investigated, and 
deliberate measures must be taken to redirect usurious 
investments into permissible channels according to the 
teachings of the Shari’ah. Any usurious investment is 
destined to annihilation, no matter how long it takes. 
There is much to attest to this, the best proof being the 
word of God: “God wipes out usury and fosters charity.” 
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LEBANON 


Association Specifies Commodities in Trade 
Agreement With USSR 
44040275a Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 8 Jun 88 p 5 


{Text} The Lebanese Industrialists Association has con- 
firr .ed that it will soon complete the industrial dossier 
connected with the Lebanese-Soviet trade exchange 
agreement. The Lebanese Industrialists Association’s 
dossier deals with the manufactured commodities sought 
to be included in the lists attached to the trade exchange 
agreement being currently negotiated by the Lebanese 
and Soviet authorities. Yesterday, the association issued 
a statement in this connection in which it says: 
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The Lebanese Industrialists Association is expected to 
fully prepare the dossiers of Lebanese-manufactured 
commodities available for export to the Soviet Union 
and the list of commodities the industrialists wish to 
import from the Soviet Union. The association had set 
midday last Saturday as the deadline for accepting the 
industrialists’ applications. 


It is well known that as a preliminary step, a protocol of 
intent has been concluded for the exchange of Lebanese 
and Soviet commodities valued at $2 million on each 
side. The protocol was signed by the Industrialists Asso- 
ciation chairman and by a representative of the Soviet 
Ministry of Domestic Trade during the Lebanese indus- 
tries fair held in Moscow last month. In accordance with 
this agreement, the Lebanese Industrialists Association 
has undertaken to supply the Soviet side with detailed 
lists of the industrial establishments wishing to establish 
trade exchange with the Soviet Union within a period of 
one month of conclusion of the agreement. 


Two lists of commodities agreed to be exchanged in this 
phase have been attached to the agreement. The first list 
encompasses the commodities the Soviet side wishes to 
export within the framework of this agreement, includ- 
ing fertilizers, metal derivatives, piping, miscellaneous 
chemicals, bicycles, machine-made rugs, porcelain, lum- 
ber, crystal products, [word illegible], frozen fish, vodka, 
vegetable oils, strawberry jam and sardines. 


The second list comprises the goods the Soviet side has 
shown interest in importing, namely ready-made cotton 
clothing, underwear, sportswear, stockings, women’s 
shoes, cosmetics, preserved foods, and juices. 


The agreement leaves the door open for amendment with 
both sides’ approval. 
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Fiscal Problems Affect Fuel Imports 
44040275b Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 13 Jun 88 p 5 


{Article by ‘Adnan al-Hajj: “Record Drop in Oil 
Imports” 


[Text] It seems tha the problem of opening special 
credits to firance ihe 1988 oil bill will escalate in the 
coming period between the Bank of Lebanon and the 
Ministries of Finance and of Industry and Petroleum, 
especially since the oil reserves in store will be nearly 
depleted by the ead of this month. 


Al-Zahrani Oil Refinery has been out of operation for a 
year because of the failure to secure credits for the 
purchase of crude oil. 


The Tripoli Refinery is currently operating at a low 
production capacity to process the quantities available 
so that it will not be forced to stop operating in the near 
future. 
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However, an external element has delayed escalation of 
the declared war between the Bank of Lebanon and the 
Ministries of Finance and of Petroleum. This element is 
the increased private import of liquid fuels, including 
benzine, heavy fuel, and even fuel oil by some mer- 
chants, companies, and militias as a result of the fact that 
world prices of liquid fuels have become cheaper than 
the prices charged by the Lebanese market which expe- 
rienced smuggling from the country to the outside world 
when benzine and diesel fuel prices in Lebanon were 
heavily subsidized. 


The [private] import of fuels has led to speculation 
against the state imports, with the fuel quantities distrib- 
uted by the General Petroleum Directorate dropping to 
nearly 70 percent the volume ordinarily distributed last 
year and in the first part of this year. 


Victor Qasir, the minister of industry and petroleum, has 
assured AL-SAFIR that the government has been mak- 
ing a profit of 200 Lebanese pounds on a can [five 
gallons] of benzine (a benzine can costs 890 pounds at 
present). Moreover, the government makes some profit 
from the sale of heavy oil, currently priced at 45,000 
pounds per ton, and sells fuel oil at a balanced price, also 
currently set at 45,000 pounds per ton, “keeping in mind 
that fuel oil imported by private firms and factories is 
currently priced at less than $95 per ton, according to the 
assertions of these firms’ sources.” 


In response to a question, Minister Qasir said: I issue 
special permits to private firms and factories to import 
the fuel they need, keeping in mind that the government 
fuel imports are mainly allocated at present for the 
Lebanon Electricity Establishment. 


Qasir also stressed that the only fuel that continues to be 
subsidized is gas for home use. A 10-kilogram cylinder of 
this gas costs nearly 950 Lebanese pounds and is sold by 
the government at 552 Lebanese pounds. 


Despite the total elimination of the subsidy for fuels and 
even though a profit is made on benzine and heavy oil, 
the deficit in the independent Fuels Fund amounted to 
15,503,000,000 Lebanese pounds in the first five months 
of 1988. The Ministry of Petroleum has not been able to 
fully justify this deficit or to determine its sources. 


Statistics of the Central Bank of Lebanon show that the 
Fuels Fund deficit, which was nearly 51 billion pounds at 
the end of 1987, amounted to nearly 66 billion pounds 
by the end of May 1988. 


The Bank of Lebanon notified the Ministries of Finance 
and of Industry and Petroleum that the independent 
Fuels Fund deficit had amounted to 63 billion pounds 
last March and asked the Ministry of Industry and 
Petroleum to repay this deficit, wondering about the fate 
of these monies [collected by the ministry for fuel sales]. 
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In a letter to the Ministry of Finance, the minister of 
industry and petroleum responded that by the end of 
February, the Fuels Fund deficit amounted to 9.3 bil- 
lions, not 63 billions, noting that the value of ministry 
stores and of the credits provided to the ministry by the 
Bank of Lebanon and not used as of the date of the letter 
amounted to 58 billion pounds. The minister further 
noted that the debts the Lebanon Electricity Establish- 
ment alone owed the ministry amounted to 26.27 billion 


pounds. 


But the Ministry of Industry and Petroleum letter on the 
fuels account is faulty by virtue of the fact that it fails to 
consider the change in stores, as if the stores were nil 
when the account was opened. The Ministry of Oil letter 
understated the value of the already opened credits for 
which no goods had been received and the ministry acted 
as if no other open credits existed on the day the Fuels 
Fund account was opened. On the basis of this fact, the 
Bank of Lebanon believes that large sums of money in 
the Fuels Fund are unaccounted for and that the fate of 
these funds is unknown. This situation is perhaps what 
motivaied Dr Edmund Na’im, the Bank of Lebanon 
governor, to ask government officials to investigate the 
issue and to check the oil stores to determine the value of 
the available assets and goods and, consequently, to 
determine the value and fate of the deficit. 


The Bank of Lebanon officials have asked the [govern- 
ment] officials because the power to demand an investi- 
gation and a check rests with the president of the 
Republic and, consequently, with the Chamber of Dep- 
uties, the prime minister, the minister of finance, or the 
minister of industry and petroleum. 


Delay by the Bank of Lebanon in providing the crude oil 
credits may act as the step that leads to escalating the 
demand for investigating and checking the Fuels Fund 
accounts to determine the value of the real deficit. 


What is significant in the problem of the deficit and of 
delaying the credits for the purchase of crude oil is that 
it has begun to raise questions on the fate of the oil sector 
and of the entire oil policy on the basis of the following 
facts: 


A. The government has begun to abandon its oil import 
monopoly after having almost completely eliminated its 
subsidy policy, except for the gas subsidy. 


This abandonment is made evident by the decrease in 
the government oil imports generally and in its benzine 
and heavy oil imports in particular. Meanwhile, imports 
by the private sector and by some fuel firms and mer- 
chants supported by the militias have increased. 


According to the latest Bank of Lebanon statistics, the 
value of oil imports until the end of last March 
amounted to $93 million, which is $78 million, or 83.8 
percent less than the value of the imports for the same 
period of 1987. 
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B. The decline of the government subsidy policy and of 
its oil imports monopoly has come as a result of the 
wishes expressed by the private sector merchants and by 
some influential forces—wishes coupled with premedi- 
tated efforts to hamper the Tripoli and al-Zahrani refin- 
eries by creating the problem of providing credits for the 
impe tation of crude oil. This problem will disrupt the 
operations of the two refineries from time to time anc 
will enable the fuel merchants and firms to gain control 
of these refineries in the coming period. 


This plan [of private control of the refineries] was 
previously presented by Khalil Ghattas, a major Leba- 
nese oil importer, to Victor Qasir, the minister of indus- 
try and petroleum. Ghattas and a number of firms 
offered to exploit and operate the two refineries but 
discussion on the plan was postponed for purely political 
reasons. 


This tendency is confirmed by the small quantities of 
crude oil imported for the two refineries in the first five 
months of this year. These imports for both refineries 
ainounted to $25 million, compared to $76.9 million for 
the same period in 1987, i.e. with a decrease of $51.9 
million. 


We should keep in mind that the Ministry of Industry 
and Petroleum has estimated the 1988 crude oil needs of 
both refineries at 13.5 million barrels valued at nearly 
$245 million. This means that crude oil imports by the 
end of May amounted to just 8.8 percent of the two 
refineries’ 1988 needs. 


C. It is noticed from the Bank of Lebanon statistics on oil 
credits that fuel oil was the derivative most heavily 
imported in the period extending to the end of last May. 
The value of these fuel oil imports amounted to $30 
million, compared to $26 million for the same period in 
1987, keeping in mind that all the suspicions concerning 
the Fuels Fund deficit revolve around thefts of quantities 
of the fuel oil imported for the Lebanon Electricity 
Establishment. 


These suspicions are confirmed by the increasing hours 
of [electricity] rationing in both summer and winter for 
unknown reasons. 


Fuel oil imports have increased at a time when imports 
of all other liquid fuels are decreasing. Oil imports 
amounted to $93 million by the end of May, compared 
to imports of $336 million in 1987 and of $287 million 
in 1986. 


We should keep in mind that according to the statistics 
of the General Petroleum Directorate, the 1988 oil 
imports are estimated at $442 million. 
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Imports Value 


According to the Bank of Lebanon statistics, oil imports 
in the first five months of 1988 amounted to $93 million, 
divided monthly as follows: 


In January, the imports amounted to $2.8 million, i.e. 
1,381,000,000 Lebanese pounds, and consisted solely of 
gas for home use. 


In February, the imports amounted to $55.9 million, i.e. 
21,833,000,000 Lebanese pounds, divided as follows: 


A sum of $16.9 million for crude oil, of $20 million for 
benzine, of $9 million for fuel oil and of $10 million for 
heavy oil. No gas for home use was imported. 


In March, the imports amounted to $11.7 million, of 
which $9 million went for fuel oil and $2.7 million went 
for gas for home use. 


In April, imports maintained the same position as in 
March and were confined to fuel oil imports which 
amounted to $9 million and to gas for home use which 
amounted to $2.7 million. 


In May, the imports amounted to $11.1 million, of which 
$8.1 million went for crude oil and just $3 million went 
for fuel oil. 


On the other hand, the 1987 monthly imports were 
divided as follows: 


In January, the imports amounted to $47.1 million, of 
which $17.4 million went for crude oil, $11.1 million for 
benzine, $13.1 million for fuel oil, $3.1 million for heavy 
oil and $2.4 million for gas for home use. 


This means that in comparison with the January 1987 
imports, the January 1988 imports decreased by $44.3 
million or by 1,582 percent. 


The February 1987 imports amounted to $36.6 million, 
of which $8.8 million went for crude oil, $20 million for 
benzine, $5.2 million for heavy oil and $2.7 million for 
gas for home use. The February 1988 imports amounted 
to $55.9 million, i.e., with an increase of 52.7 percent. 


The March 1987 imports amounted to $22.1 million, of 
which $16.9 million went for crude oil and $5.2 million 
for fuel oil. 


This means that in comparison with the March 1987 
imports, the March 1988 imports decreased by $10.4 
million or by 88.8 percent. 


The April 1987 oil imports amounted to $23.7 million, 
of which $16.9 million went for crude oil, $3.7 million 
for fuel oil and $3.1 million for gas for home use. 
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In comparison, it is evident that the April 1988 imports 
decreased by $12 million or by 102.5 percent. 


The May 1987 oil imports amounted to $41.5 million, of 
which $16.9 million went for crude oil, $15 million for 
benzine, $4.7 million for fuel oil and $4.9 million for 
heavy oil. 


In comparison with the May 1987 oil imports, the May 
1988 oil imports decreased by $30.4 million or by 273.8 
percent. By comparing the monthly oil purchases in 1987 
and the purchases in the first five months of 1988, the 
following facts become evident: 


1. The value of the government oil imports in 1987 
amounted to $144 million, of which $76.9 million went 
for oil imported by the end of March 1987. The value of 
the crude oil imported by the end of 1987 [as published] 
amounted to just $25 million, i.e. with a decrease of 
$51.9 million or 207.6 percent. 


2. Benzine imports throughout all of !987 amounted to 
$83.6 million, of which $46.1 million were imported in 
the first five months, i.e. by the end of May 1987, 
whereas by the end of May 1988, benzine imports 
amounted to just $20 million, i.e. with a decrease of 
$26.1 million or 130.5 percent. 


3. In 1987, government fuel oil imports amounted to 
$62.9 million, of which $26.7 million were imported by 
the end of 1987. Meanwhile, government fuel oil imports 
amounted to $30 million by the end of May 1988, i.e. 
with an increase of $3.3 million over the same period in 
1987. 


4. Government heavy oil imports in 1987 amounted to 
$28.6 million, of which $13.2 million were imported by 
the end of May 1987, whereas heavy oil imports in the 
first five months of May 1988 amounted to just $10 
million. 


This means that compared with the same period of 1987, 
the 1988 heavy oil imports decreased by $3.2 million or 
by 32 percent. 


5. The 1987 imports of gas for home use amounted to 
$16 million, of which $10.6 million were imported by 
the end of May 1987, whereas gas imports in the first five 
months of 1988 amounted to $8 million. Compared with 
last year, these imports decreased by $2 million or 25 
percent. 
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Writer Distinguishes between ‘Violence’, 
‘Terrorism’ 

45040182 Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 
9, 16, 23 May 88 


{Article by ‘Aili Mansur al-’Amami: “Violence and Ter- 
rorism”™} 


[9 May 88 p 6} 


{Excerpts] “Violence” and “terrorism” have become the 
buzzwords of the modern age as the confrontation 
between revolutionary forces, striving to free themselves 
from injustice and tyranny, and imperialism becomes 
more intense. As imperialism overpowers people and 
takes theiz freedom away, violence and terrorism are 
becoming the center of daily discussions in the media, 
especially in the West. These discussions have two goals: 


First, the media want to pin a terrorist label on all 
revolutionary and liberation movements which use 
weapons to oppose all kinds of domination, injustice and 
slavery. 


Second, the media want to portray the West as the 
protector of democracy in the world. 


Thus, the West has been waging its ideological cam- 
paigns in the media against this alleged terrorism since 
the early sixties of this century. Its aim has been to 
eliminate the revolution. 


And yet, the phenomenon of violence and terrorism is 
not new. Many such incidents have been known to man 
ever since the dawn of history and the first human 
conflict between Cain and Abel. Since then, signs of this 
phenomenon have increased in such a way and the forces 
of evil have come up with such creative ways to exercise 
violence and terrorism, that this phenomenon has now 
become one of the world’s most complicated and chal- 
lenging problems. The problem of violence and terror- 
ism, whose root causes are psychological, social, politi- 
cal, and economic, represents a large part of human 
problems. 


Wherever men and women, as individuals or groups, can 
be found and whenever they are willing to use violent 
and terrorist methods to achieve what they want regard- 
less of their objective, violence and terrorism will grow 
and, like the ebb and flow of the tide, they will come and 
go until the cause of freedom is won once and for all. 


Although numerous attempts to define violence and 
terrorism and distinguish between the two terms were 
made by many people, no agreement has been reached 
on any of these definitions which conformed to their 
authors’ ideologies. Such agreement has not been possi- 
ble. 
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It occurred to me, therefore, that I might make a contri- 
bution to this effort in this paper. First, | would attempt 
to find a specific standard which can be used to define 
violence and terrorism. Second, I would set forth the 
subject of violence and consider its legitimacy according 
to the al-Jamahiriyah Theory. Third, I would consider 
terrorism a3 a phenomenon. 


First, Violence, Terrorism and the Standard for Distin- 
guishing between the Two: 


Those who dealt with this subject have never agreed on 
specific definitions which could distinguish between the 
two terms. They confused violence with terrorism, which 
is used to achieve objectives that may not be consistent 
with the people’s wishes and aspirations. In many cases 
terrorism is used to oppress and humiliate people and 
impose unjust and tyrannical! relations on them, whereas 
violence is used by those who seek to empower the 
people and give them the ability to do what they want 
and lay claim to their own capabilities. 


When one examines history and the studies written by 
intellectuals, one finds that all attempts which have been 
made to explain violence and terrorism have come face 
to face with one fact. All the cases in which the various 
tools of violence were used become confused and simi- 
lar, and most people who experienced violence and 
terrorism find themselves unable to distinguish between 
the two. To them, violence and terrorism are inter- 
changeable. 


Confusion thus reigns, and violence and terrorism over- 
lap. But as we follow attempts made by intellectuals, 
especially in the West, to define the two terms, we find 
that the issue has become muddled, and it is now 
impossible to accept a definition which stems from a 
concept that is prevalent with each group. 


The imperialist who strives to oppress people thinks that 
violence which is practiced by revolutionaries to deliver 
themselves from imperialist chains, liberate their prop- 
erty and, eventually, get access to power—and that 
manifests itself in having influence, wealth and weap- 
ons—is terrorism. 


We must conduct a thorough study of violence and 
terrorism so we can draw a clear line that distinguishes 
violence as a revolutionary tool used by revolutionaries 
to confront oppressive, terrorist practices, from the 
terrorism which is practiced by unjust forces to perpet- 
uate unjust relationships and dominate people and their 
capabilities. Thus, the reasons why people become 
engaged in either violence or terrorism and the ultimate 
value of either practice would become the standard and 
the distinguishing factor in each concept. 
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Many regimes hold that violence becomes legitimate 
when it is practiced by those who assume power in 
society’s name to protect the regime within the govern- 
ment’s prescribed rules. In other words, the practice of 
violence outside these parameters is seen by traditional 
regimes as terrorism. 


Others have also maintained that states themselves prac- 
tice organized violence. Regimes which dominate the 
masses use the traditional tools of government as their 
standard for determining the legitimacy of violence. 
These tools pertain to everything that has to do with law 
and order, obedience, morals, government, and religion. 
To those who subscribe to that view, any rebellion 
against the traditional tools of government would be 
considered terrorism because they believe in the princi- 
ple that the state has a monopoly on power and the 
application of pressure. It is the state that prescribes its 
own regime: it brings people before a court of justice; it 
penalizes them; it declares war, it reserves for itself the 
right to sort and classify people; and it can easily use its 
own disciplinary power with the power of the universe 
and bring them both to bear ca society's existing system. 


Man is evaluated on that basis, and he is condemned in 
accordance with that law. Thus, countries have lengthy, 
dark records of human rights violations, and examples of 
people being mistreated, killed, starved, terrorized, 
arrested, and driven out of their homes are numerous. 
The world’s prisons, the forums and demonstrations 
where people express themselves, and the sacrifices 
which have been made for freedom provide the best 
evidence of that. 


The fact that the problem of freedom emerged may have 
kd intellectuals to talk about the problem of tyrants 
when they dealt with the question of violence. They 
affirmed that the use of violence was necessary, but they 
did not come up with an ideal solution for the problem of 
freedom. 


Thus, we find that this approach to a definition of 
violence and violent practices, like other phenomena, 
was subjected to distortion in an attempt by predomi- 
nant regimes to persecute and oppress the people. Thus, 
the question whether or not such conduct is legitimate 
remains one of the problems of the modern age. It is the 
standard which determines what an action is worth and 
whether it is violence or terrorism. 


Violence is, first of all, a political, social, and economic 
concept. It is political because it deals with the question 
of man’s freedom against those who are determined to 
perpetuate his subordination and enslavement. It is 
social because it tackles issues which are based on class 
and unjust, discriminatory practices. It is economic 
because it tackles the question of total liberation for 
man’s needs. Violence represents an honest response to 
the absence of justice. If social and political justice were 
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achieved, if unjust relationships ceased to exist, and if 
direct democracy were realized, the justification for 
violence would cease to exist. 


Violence exists when one individual or group suppresses 
the values and goals of another individual or group. 


Violence is considered essential for those movements 
which always assume the burden of supporting revolu- 
tions in any given society. 


But the ongoing attempt to use propaganda and decep- 
tive ideas to distort the concept of revolutionary violence 
and establish a link between it and terrorism has nothing 
to do with reality. 


[16 May 88 p 5] 


Attempts were made to define violence and terrorism by 
analyzing their consequences without reference to their 
root causes. These attempts ignored, forgot, or over- 
looked a very important matter: they did not look into 
the circumstances behind the practice of violence. 


The emphasis placed by some intellectuals on the impor- 
tance of the motives behind an act in which force is used 
may be the factor which truly determines whether an act 
is violence or terrorism. 


Thus we find that violence and terrorism, contrary to 
what some people think, do not mean the same thing. 
Although the use of force is common to both, violence 
and terrorism differ in substance and meaning. 


Violence is one way of fighting terrorism, which is 
closely associated with injustice and tyranny. It is the 
result of unjust relationships becoming predominani 
when the forces of oppression control the pillars of 
power—authority, wealth and weapons—and engage in 
terrorist practices to perpetuate unjust relationships and 
enable the few to maintain their hold over the three 
pillars of power. 


Freedom thus becomes the key question in making the 
distinction between violence and terrorism. It is also the 
standard which determines their legitimacy. Violence 
and terrorism are associated with the elements of force. 
Whereas terrorism is associated with them by choice, 
violence becomes associated with them out of necessity. 
When the logical approach gets lost in a dialogue, people 
resort to the use of force. Those who have been suffering 
from unjust relationships are compelled to use violence 
to get rid of such unjust relationships and deter terror- 
ism. No revolution whose aim is to seek change and 
eliminate unjust relationships can survive without the 
use of violence. 


When a revolution avoids violence, it loses one of the 
fundamental elements of its existence and survival. But 
a revolution always distinguishes between violence and 
terrorism. It always rejects and strives to eliminate 
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terrorism, and it opposes it by becoming engaged in acts 
of violence only because it feels compelled to oppose 
terrorism. Because of the civilized nature of its mission, 
violence is never a revolution’s objective. 


Violence and its Legitimacy According te the 
al-Jamahiriyah Theory 


The concept of violence is defined and its legitimacy is 
determined in accordance with ideologies which are 
prevalent in today’s world. This means that the eco- 
nomic basis for modern society. according to capitalism, 
is competition between individuals. A lone individual 
must compete with other individuals in his group; he 
must do better than they do, and in most cases he must 
eliminate them as competitors. When one person outper- 
forms the others, that usually means that the others are 
defeated. Hostile tension between people is the psycho- 
logical outcome of such a situation. According to capi- 
talism, every individual is a real or potential opponent to 
every other person. Competition is one of the factors 
dominating social relations [in a capitalist system]. 


Under Marxism violence results when economic reasons 
cause inevitable change in a non-violent form of business 
ownership, and the business becomes owned by a capi- 
talist, a form of violence. The outcome of such a situa- 
tion is violent: workers lose title to their own labor, and 
Capitalist consumerism [becomes the norm]. 


When that happened, the working class managed to seize 
power from the ruling, capitalist class which had created 
a broad system of power to acquire for itself the right to 
rule under a political system characterized by injustice, 
tyranny, and terrorism. 


This was called countervio’’ ace or class violence. To the 
working class violence became a matter of conviction. 
Violence became necessary and inevitable to bring about 
the end of the state and become a communist society. 


Thus, the value of man in the contemporary world is 
measured by what he owns; it is measured by how much 
money he as. He who has a lot of money is worth a lot, 
but he who is poor is worthless. 


This situation points out the meaning of the major 
disparities which exist between people in capitalist soci- 
eties, where the vast majority find themselves to be 
worthless. They use violence to refute these unjust rela- 
tionships. 


The expansion of imperialism, whose latent tendency is 
aggressive, means that imperialism does not respect 
other people’s geographic, national, religious, and polit- 
ical boundaries. Civilizaiions would be destroyed, enti- 
ties would become extinct, and conflicts would arise as a 
result of this expansion. Internationalization would cre- 
ate a situation in which the law of the jungle would 
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prevail. The strong and powerful would dominate the 
weak and powerless: they would impose their beliefs on 
them and seek their own interests without considering 
anything else. 


It is natural for a revolutionary force to launch a coun- 
terattack against those despiccable examples of feudal- 
ism, capitalism, exploitation, and Fascism when those 
forces rule by gaining the upper hand over the people. 
The forces of feudalism, capiialism, exploitation and 
Fascism dream of oppressing and dominating the peo- 
ple. they want to use constitutions and laws to rule them; 
they want to restrain them with decrees enacted by those 
who have the upper hand; and they want to exercise their 
tyranny on the masses. 


The People’s Concept of Violence 


We believe that violence is not a matter of absolute 
conviction. We believe, unlike the Marxists, that it is not 
always necessary and inevitable. Violence is a method 
dictated by circumstances whose complexity is [some- 
times] extremely sensitive. Those of us who subscribe to 
the al-Jamahiriyah Theory believe that violence is not 
inherent in human nature. It is rather a phenomenon 
acquired by man just as he acquired other phenomena. 


The system in the nation of the masses condemns all acts 
of violence because violence is harmful to man’s mind 
and thoughts. We do not think violence is necessary and 
inevitable even though it has always been with mankira 
and even though it has always been a part of man’s 
conduct. 


One of the manifestations of man’s backwardness is the 
use of violence. That is why violence is not sought for its 
own sake. It is rather the means of last resort, and it is 
used to resolve conflicts between two opposites: Civili- 
zation on the one hand, and reactionism on the other. 
When problems between these two opposites cannot be 
settled, one situation is imposed: that is, one of the two 
opposites survives, and the other is eliminated. 


When the reactionary tide extends itself with all its fury 
and mignt to destroy what the revolution had built and 
when it even sets out to abort the revolution itself, it is 
the reactionaries themselves who commit the most vio- 
lent acts. They commit acts that are clearly, openiy and 
unequivocally ciminal; they are willing to fire their 
weapons and to fight a civil war, and they are willing to 
use everything to gain their ends. They will proclaim as 
loudly as they can that they are defending religion and 
nationalism. It is tien that acts of violence become 
necessary and essential in response to reactionary vio- 
lence. 


This is not a moral judgment condoning violence. In the 
age of the masses acts of violence are crimes, but 
necessity warrants the commission of forbidden acts. 
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[23 May 88 p 4] 
Who Practices Violence? 


There is a significant difference between those who 
practiced violence in the past and those who will practice 
it in the future. In the past, the practice of violence was 
entrusted to political groups; this is a traditional form of 
violence which saturates the ruling authority associated 
with such political movements—violence which the 
authority inflicts on the perpetrato’s of violence, and 
which the masses soon practice folloving the authority’s 
example and perceiving the authority as separate from 
the masses. 


When these political organizations discover inat the 
masses too have their own demands and pursuits which 
conflict with those of these political organizations, they 
find themselves compelled to become involved in frantic 
acts of violence against the masses themselves under the 
pretext of saving them. 


Do Revolutionary Committees Practice Violence? 


Revolutionary committees go about the business of 
performing their duties with a sense of awareness, under- 
standing and knowledge that is compatible with the 
al-Jamahiriyah Theory. These committees are found 
among the people, and they are always working in their 
midst. Under whatever revolutionary theory they oper- 
ate, they are qualified to expose the foundations of 
injustice. They may urge the masses to rebel and destroy 
all obsolete relationships and unjust concepts and estab- 
lish the society of the masses. 


Bui do the revolutionary committees practice violence? 


Revolutionary committees do not act on behalf of the 
masses. They work with and for the masses to establish 
the society of the masses. Each revolutionary committee 
performs its duties inside its own circle of people: the 
People’s Congress. If the people’s revolutionary leaders, 
who make up the revolutionary committees which lead 
the masses through all the violence of the revolutionary 
stage, perform their duties through the masses, then 
revolutionary committees do practice violence by being 
amidst the masses. This is because no one has 
the night to act on behalf of the masses. 


Revolutionary committees differ from all other political 
Organizations which have become obsolete and may be 
briefly described as mere tools used by those who want to 
attain power. By setting forth new, populisi ideas, revo- 
lutionary committees provide the fertile ground for 
starting a violent conflict between contradictions in a 
society. They promote and firmly establish those ideas 
among the masses, elevating them from the level of 
cultura! and scientific opposition to that of denying the 
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has become the subject of controversy in international 
relations. 


This change in the phenomenon of terrorism cannot be 
considered or understood unless one considers the prev- 
alent relationships in the contemporary international 
community. Under the unjust relationships of colonial- 
ism and imperialism which the forces of evil imposed on 
international relationships, 20th century man found 
himself living in a world dominated by fear, a worid 
whose peace and stability are threatened by the law of 
the jungle. Those who are in charge of that world have 
been trying to make it take on a spirit of humznity and 
fraternity. And yet, terrorism grew and became more 
intense under two inseparable phenomena. 


The first phenomenon occurred when the tide of colo- 
nialism began to recede from the Third World when 
these nations started breaking the chains which had 
bound them to the colonialists. [They wanted] to liberate 
themselves and determine their own destiny. 


The second phenomenon manifested itself when indus- 
trial societies attained a degree of development and 
growth. They singled out a series of violent acts which 
they carried out against the so-called domination of man 
by the machine. Countries thus came to use the word, 
““terrorisin,” to distort the image of every action, even if 
it were sacred. The purpose behind referring to people 
from Third World countries as terrorist groups is to deal 
a blow to the existing universal system. Third World 
countries which had just liberated themselves from the 
bonds of colonialism would thus find themselves shack- 
led by chains that were stronger and more terrifying than 
the previous ones. They would find themselves suffering 
under a new form of colonialism and facing a new kind 
of terrorism. 
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Terrorist acts which are committed by governments and 
colonialists and carned out as official actions by a state 
are considered legal, but acts committed by a citizen 
against the government or acts committed by the weak 
against the more powerful are considered iliegal, just as 
acts committed by liberation movements against colo- 
nialists are considered iliegal. 


But that is wrong. The reason for this erroneous under- 
standing is due to the fact that these terrorist acts are 
committed and justified by the powerful. If the powerful 
do not realize that their practices will generate more 
terrorism, then the world will expenence more terrorism. 
Those tyrants will then come to their senses, and those 
who do not will pay a high price. 


The Summary 


After this brief [discussion] of violence and terrorism, let 
us go back to the gist of this study and the difference 
between violence and terrorism. 


From the standpoint of the masses, violence, as previ- 
ously indicated, is an act that becomes legitimate and 
sacred when it becomes necessary as a reaction to 
counter violence. It is inevitable that one of the parties in 
such a conflict survive and develop an essential method 
to protect the revolution from its enemies. Violence ends 
when truth is acknowledged, confirmed, and shown, and 
when falsehood is defeated. This means that violence 
results in nothing more than fortifying the cause of 
civilization: it does not exceed that limit; lest it become 
an erratic action and turn into terrorism. 


Establishment and affirmation of the truth is the only 
thing we seek through acts of violence. We want submis- 
sion and control. 


Terrorism, however, is the inethod which the h:.ves use 
against the have nots. It is practiced by the strong against 
the weak to dominate and control the weak and to make 
them submissive. The strong practice terrorism in diffi- 
cult circumstznces and times; they do so in a moral 
manner that is characterized by barbarian violence, 
blind madness, and a dirty style. 


Onward forever with the revolution as the revoluticnary 
struggle continues. 


References: 
1. Franz Fanon, “The Tormented on Earth.” 


2. Salim ibn ‘Amir, “Al-’Unf wa al-Irhab,” [Violence and 
Terrorism]. 


3. Ahmad Ibrahim, “Al-Tanzim al-Thawmn,” [Revolu- 
tionary Organization], the Revolutionary Committees. 


4. The Revoiutionary Committees, “Al-Ta’mim, #1,” 
[General Proclamation Number |], the seventh meeting. 








JPRS-NEA-88-056 
5 August 1988 


5. Dr Madani al-Siddiq, “*Al-Irhab,” [Terrorism], articles 
published in AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR newspaper. 


6. The leader of the revolution in a discussion on 
terrorism at the Geneva Conference; by satellite. 


[sigried] ‘Ali Mansur a!-’Amami, first session, the Green 
Auditorium, Benghazi, the first place of refuge and 
comfort. 


08592 


TUNISIA 


Correspondents Analyze First 8 Months of 
Regime 


Events Reviewed 
45040172 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
21 Jun 88 p 24-31 


[Text] When Habib Bourguiba named Zine EI Abidine 
Ben Ali prime minister on 2 Oct 87, did he suspect that 
Ben Ali would be the man to remove him from power a 
little less than a month later? 


Authority was eroding rapidly. The president’s closest 
associates included Mansour Skhiri, Saida Sassi, and 
Mahmoud Belhassan, ministers of equipment, transpor, 
and tourism [as published]. He [Skhiri] is also called, 
especially by the Tunisians, minister of Monastir, birth- 
place of former president Bourguiba and Skhiri’s home- 
town as well. She [Sassi] is the president’s niece and the 
other [Belhassan] was his private secretary. 


The presence of these three in the inner circle helped 
undermine the system of government and caused Bour- 
guiba to make contradictory decisions and to rescind 
appointments to key posts a day or two after making 
them. 


Bourguiba’s general health permitted him limited activ- 
ity for only a few hours a day. Worse, he was mentally 
erratic and seesawed from moments and hours of wake- 
fulness and even intelligence and good judgement to long 
hours of sluggishness and weak faculties. He suffered a 
kind of amnesia that permitted him to remember past 
happenings and developments, some of which took place 
many years ago, but rendered him unable to relate to 
recent events. 


Ben Ali’s appointment as prime minister was one of 
three alternatives Bourguiba had: 


1. Ben Ali (who was minister of state for the interior with 
rank equal to deputy prime minister), 


2. Mohamed Sayah (who was minister of state for 
education), and 
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3. Mansour Shkiri who had the president’s ear by virtue 
of his political position and by taking advantage of 
Bourguiba’s weakness for his hometown and his desire to 
make it the country’s capital one day. 


It is not known why Bourguiba opted for Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali and how he managed to surprise the others who 
were positioning for that post as a stepping stone to the 
presidency. 


It is certain, however, that security concerns prompted 
Bouguiba’s choice which seems to have been received 
with great reservations by Skhiri and Sayah. Perhaps 
Sayah saw it as an opportunity lost but Skhiri (now in 
prison) took it harder. 


Mohamed Sayah had great powers during the sixties and 
seventies, lost some ground as Mohamed Mzali held the 
reigns of government from 1980 to 1986, then regained 
power afterwards. Bourguiba had invited him and Mzali 
to his office one April day in 1980 as the office of prime 
minister lay vacant due to the illness of Hedi Nouira. 
After lecturing them briefly on the qualities needed in a 
prime minister, which both seemed to possess, Bour- 
guiba concluded: “You Mr. Mohamed Sayah are still 
relatively young and therefore Ill name Mr. Mohamed 
Maali. Your turn will come in the future.” 


What actually took place will remain a secret for a long 
time. Knowing when and how the appointment was 
made may shed light on that period of change but these 
facts remain undisclosed to curious observers. 


At any rate, the events of 7 Nov 87 truly saved Tunisia 
from the misfortune of a civil war. The consensus today 
is that the former president was pushing the country 
down a dangerous path early that November. His deter- 
mination to hang no less than 35 Islamists, including 
Islamic Tendency Movement leader Rached Ghannou- 
chi, would have surely engulfed Tunisia in endless tur- 
moil. 


Bourguiba, according to reliable sources, had summoned 
State Security Court president Hashemi Zamal and 
ordered him to issue 35 death sentences at the trial of a 
number of Islamists who had been apprehended after 
being sentenced in absentia. The former president also 
ordered the death sentence for Rached Ghannouchi. 
When told that Ghannouchi, leader of the Islamic Ten- 
dency Movement, had already been sentenced a few 
weeks earlier to life at hard labor, Bourguiba said he did 
not care, that he wanted those sentences to be passed, 
and that it was up to the judge to find a way. Informed 
souices say that Bourguiba, pressured by his entourage 
which focussed on only two objectives, got in touch with 
Zamal four times on Friday 6 Nov, one day before the 
change of government , reminding him of the death 
sentences and hinting that the “trial’’ should be con- 
cluded between Mouday and Thursday. Requests for 
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appeals or pardons were to be denied on the spot in order 
to carry out the sentences on Sunday 10 Nov at the Bab 
Swigah square in one of the most populous quarters of 
Tunis.. 


Informed sources say that the former president—who 
had lost much of his physical and mental abilities and 
became a pawn for an inner circle engaged in a keen race 
for the first chair in anticipation of his death—wanted to 
bring an end to the Islamic Movement in the country 
“once and for all”, by eradicating its symbols. 


The president’s entourage, during his final days at Carth- 
age Palace, attempted successfully to convince him that 
the execution of a “handful” of Islamic leaders would 
calm down the situation. Their objective was also to 
embarrass the head of government in front of the head of 
state by forcing him into one of two no-win situations. 
One alternative would be to oppose the executions and 
engage in open confrontation with the head of state who 
would then fire him. This would serve the interests of the 
inner circle since one of its members would then be 
selected as new prime minister, i.e. future heir to the 
presidency. The other alternative for the head of govern- 
ment would be to acquiesce and consequently bear 
responsibility for the disturbances that were sure to 
follow throughout the land and cause his removal, 
thereby accomplishing the same goal via a different 
route. 


Aware of these plans and designs on the presidency, the 
Islamists, or at least some of them, prepared themselves 
for the time when their leaders would be executed. A 
group of moderates made plans for mass demonstrations 
throughout the country in order to pressure the govern- 
ment into cancelling the trials or at least not take them to 
the extremes desired by Bourguiba. 


A second group planned to carry out acts of violence and 
intended to seize control of the country after soaking it 
in a blood bath. That action was slated to take place 
between Sunday 8 Nov and Tuesday 10 Nov, or one to 
three days after the change took place. 


Participating in these plans was a number of senior 
leaders of the Islamic Tendency Movement in Tunisia 
and abroad, as well as a number of less known people, 
including security, police, and customs officers. Commu- 
nications equipment and weapons were brought in 
across the borders with the collaboration of sympathetic 
state employees. The plan was to destroy a number of 
vital facilities and “lay the groundwork for the revolu- 


tion” within a week of the 7 Nov change. It was revealed | 


after it was abandoned as no longer needed, according to 
Islamists who, although not justifying it, find excuses for 
those who planned it. At any rate, it would have been 
impossible to carry out because of the climate of vigi- 
lance that accompanied the removal of the former pres- 
ident, according to government sources. 
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Whatever the reasons, that file still clouds the govern- 
ment’s relations with the Islamists and will continue to 
do so. The authorities consider it, rightfully, a seed for 
violence that is not very assuring to democratic move- 
ments that look to the voting booth as the channel to 
government. The Islamists, on the other hand, empha- 
size that the operation was not directed against the 
current government and that it was aborted as soon as 
the change took place. 


The important issue is that thanks to 7 Nov the country 
was spared a civil war that could have sentenced Tunisia 
to a fate similar to the one Lebanon has known for 13 
years. 


A reconciliation between the country and Islam has 
taken place since 7 Nov. The former president was 
known for his animosity to anything religious but the 
new regime has righted matters. One of its first acts was 
to have the call to prayers broadcast on radio and 
television and to televise Friday prayers live from one of 
the mosques in the capital. The regime then bolstered 
and gave wider authority to the Supreme Islamic Coun- 
cil. It revived Zeitounah University and the practice of 
determining the start of Hijrah months by visual sight- 
ings rather than by astronomical calculations. Even 
though opposed by some as “a step backward’’, this 
decision returned harmony to the country and reduced 
conflicts in that area that frequently poisoned the atmo- 
sphere. 


Also important is the general feeling by the population 
that, in a change from the past, they are now governed by 
the faithful. That feeling was augmented when the new 
president exhibited such deep personal emotion when 
performing al-’umrah that Tunisians requested that the 
ceremony be rerun on television several times as if they 
want to witness this break with the past and all its 
negativism in this sphere. 


It is immaterial whether those measures were prompted 
by true faith, which all indicaticns seem to bear out, or 
by political expediency to pull the rug from under the 
Islamists, or by both. The point is that this has given 
form to what is considered a positive historic turnaround 
that reconciled the country with its religion. The only 
reservation is that this might be carried too far and 
threaten such perceived gains as the “liberal atmosphere 
of tolerance” or the register of domestic affairs. . The 
Human Rights Association and a group of intellectuals 
are therefore fighting to pressure the authorities not to 
give up ground in these areas. President Ben Ali con- 
firmed the evening of 20 Mar that no gains would be 
surrendered in the areas of domestic affairs or Tunisian 
women’s rights. 


Two important events await Tunisia during the coming 
months and promise wide-scale Maghreb and interna- 
tional activity. 
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- The first, scheduled for late July, is the ruling party 
convention, now called The Democratic Constitutional 
Assembly. The convention is expected to produce a new 
leadership that enjoys legitimacy and is in harmony with 
the head of state and the new party. 


- The second, expected in November, is early elections of 
a parliament “more expressive of current conditions and 
in which the opposition can be represented for the first 
time.” 


These variables may give rise to many changes perhaps 
the most important of which is the formation of a 
presidential majority consisting of several parties that 
may be invited to join a coalition government. 


However, what will happen on the regional and interna- 
tional levels appears to be of greater importance. The 
new president has, since his first day in power, tapped 
the foreign affairs expertise of Minister Mahmoud 
Mestiri, a most able diplomat. Tunisian diplomacy has 
acted boldly in the past few months to help solve such 
chronic problems as normalizing relations with Libya 
and the normalization of Algerian-Moroccan relations. It 
has also sought to convince Libya to solve the Chad issue 
and get out of that quagmire . It seems there is currently 
a tendency to play an important role in creatng the 
dynamics necessary to establish a Maghreb order, similar 
to the GCC, and to convene a Maghreb summit in Tunis 
in order to join forces, face economic challenges espe- 
cially those resulting from one on one confrontations , 
and solve the Western Sahara problem without precon- 
ditions and with the participation of all parties. 


New Style Assumed 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 21 Jun 88, p 27 


[Text] The style of government in Tunis has changed 
radically since President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
assumed power. The authority of the state was vague and 
fragmented during the final years of President Bour- 
guiba’s rule. Power was centered in a group of favorites 
who had no official responsibilities and who operated 
only in their own self interest. The former president no 
longer had control, something that became very obvious 
after his removal, because of his physical and mental 
condition and his advanced age. The hardships he suf- 
fered in prison and exile during the period of struggle 
clearly left their toll on his health. He was not always that 
way. He governed with an iron fist for many long years. 
He worked for hours and hours and was consulted on 
every decision, big or small. When his health deterio- 
rated in 1979 after a heart attack and a liver condition he 
shed many responsibilities. He vested his prime minister 
with wide authority but tied his hands by naming him a 
possible sucessor subject to dismissal and therefore prey 
to those jockeying for the position. 
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The new president has a different ruling style. He 
assumed all presidential powers in the style of the 
American system which concentrates power with the 
head of state and mobilizes members of the government 
into an executive branch. 


Constitutional amendments to be finalized by the end of 
this month will “shrink” the powers of the prime minis- 
ter. Most decisions, if not all, will be made at Carthage 
Palace. It is clear that authority for all decisions lie with 
President Ben Ali. This change is not without criticism. 
There are those who believe that the president should 
not be inundated by day to day operations and that his 
main function is to couceptualize and crystallize general 
policy and overall direction while the prime minister and 
his cabinet handle the details. Others defend the new 
presidential style, saying it was forced upon him by a 
burdensome legacy and that he is forced to make quick 
and decisive decisions to put the nation back on track 
with no time wasted in waiting. 


At any rate, the past few months showed that the new 
Tunisian president totally differs from his predecessor in 
personal control and the handling of all decision-making. 
This seems positive to those weary of the period of 
indecision when the state operated without clear objec- 
tives. Others fear that this may lead to an era that 
glorifies autocratic decisions and therefore be pregnant 
with pitfalls. Such fears are allayed by those who say that 
President Ben Ali has revealed his democratic orienta- 
tion, and still does, by allowing freedom of the press and 
general freedoms, by the creation of a true multi-party 
system either by making regular contact with legal par- 
ties, by consulting with their leaders, or by issuing a new 
partisan law expected to be an opportunity to recognize 
a new group of parties. Anyway, his eight months in 
power saw more decisions made than in the several years 
preceding, and created solutions to chronic problems 
some of which were decades old. More complicated 
issues were opened up to discussion. 


President Ben Ali has an organized mind and is a 
computer buff. He structured the government and gen- 
eral administration to ensure quick response to political 
resolutions and to immediately go to the implementation 
stage while creating follow-up procedures where a “vast 
memory” would be a constant reminder of the resolution 
and its stages of implementation. 


The new system of government is also characterized by 
field work and surprise project inspections to monitor 
state employees and bring an end to the phenomenon of 
non-performance that was so prevalent as to paralyze the 
country, especially during the final months of the former 
president’s rule. 


The new president draws upon his physical prowess and 
his relative youth (51 years) to put in 14 to 16 working 
hours per day. He wakes up just before 6 am, works out, 
has a light breakfast, and looks at domestic, Arab, and 
other newspapers. Then begins a grueling day of work 
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sessions and official meetings. Lunch-time is an oppor- 
tunity for scrutinizing issues with close aides to be 
followed with informal meetings with non-official visi- 
tors to whom he listens attentively and poses a question 
or two. Many of those who met with President Ben Ali, 
at his invitation or at their request, agree that he speaks 
little and interrupts only to ask a question or clarification 
of a point. They also agree that he has patience and 
accepis criticism and dissenting opinion. That might 
occasion a respectful discussion of views that he does not 
share. Sources close to the president say that he takes 
time to peruse files and newspapers he was unable to 
scan in the morning, and also to read books. He some- 
times surprises his aides with a decision to visit one 
government facility or another. Such visits draw a great 
deal of popular support but are criticized by intellectuals 
as “pretentious.” 


Evaluation of New Regime 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 21 Jun 88, p 28 


{Text] Khamis Shamari, member of the Politbureau of 
the Socialist Democratic movement, and Sa’id Nasir 
Ramadan, former opposition figure who joined the 
Destourian Party, gave the following responses when 
asked by AL-MAJALLAH to evaluate the period since 
the Tunisian presidency was assumed by Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali. 


Khamis Shamari said: It has been seven months since 
the change that led to the removal of former President 
Habib Bourguiba in favor of Mr. Zine El Abidine in a 
lawful manner that avoided what could have plunged 
Tunisia into a whirlpool of turmoil and violence. 


Our movement, since the very beginning, supported that 
change as a national act of salvation. It felt optimistic 
about the main statement of 7 Nov which was responsive 
to a number of demands insistently voiced by our 
movement over the years. They all focussed on avoiding 
autocratic rule, on creating a system based on laws and 
political plurality, and on restoring respect for the wishes 
of our people and for the symbols of the national 
movement which were ignored for many years. That 
kind of groundwork could create national cohesiveness 
to enable our country to meet the economic and social 
challenges that have grown more pressing under recent 
conditions. The past seven months can be divided into 
three stages: 


1. The first two months witnessed a number of bold 
decisions and initiatives that bode well for democratic 
public opinion and for the defense of human rights. 


2. The third and fourth months saw a degree of ebb and 
flow as reactionaries came forward more boldly. Partial 
parliamentary elections were held and many procedures 
were sidestepped. 


3. By the middle of March, the country entered a third 
stage whose most important positive impacts were: 


NEAR EAST 


a. Amending the Tunisian constitution to allow for early 
constitutional elections aimed at giving more validity to 
popular representation 


b. Presidential assurances that our society would hold 
onto its progressive gains, especially in personal affairs 


c. Start of discussions of the elections issue. Our move- 
ment calls for a fair electoral system that would permit 
national movements to develop in a constitutional fash- 
ion. 


d. Proposing a comprehensive national dialogue to cul- 
minate in a charter that would be a composite of values 
and principles that define the rules of the political game 
rather than merely be a government program or a charter 
similar to those of Algeria or Egypt under ‘Abd -al-Nasir 
which had different dimensions and historical contexts. 


e. Take a decisive step towards solving the problem of 
union representation. 


f. Create a climate for better relations between the head 
of state and national opposition forces 


g. Pardon Islamic Movement leader Rached Ghannou- 
chi in light of presidential pardons of such Tunisian 
citizens as Mr. Ahmed Ben Salah. 


Despite all these positive aspects, we see some points of 
weakness that we could avoid in the future. These 
concern the new partisan law which we consider to be 
unsatisfactory and the lack of developing official infor- 
mation to keep in step with positive developments in the 
country. 


In summary, our movement supports this new course 
very alertly but with grave responsibility. We are cau- 
tiously optimistic about and give our blessings to posi- 
tive developments in the Maghreb, espcially the recent 
Garbah meeting of President Ben Ali and Col 
Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi. 


We will be guided by this cautious optimism over the 
next five months as we enter a decisive stage replete with 
such important milestones as electoral reform, a compre- 
hensive national dialogue, a national pact, the outcome 
of the ruling party’s convention, and early parliamentary 
elections scheduled for November to culminate the first 
year of the new regime. 


Sa’id Nasir Ramadan says: 


The change took place on 7 Nov within the context of 
continuity and total constitutional legality, yet politically 
it represents a total break with with passivity of the old 
regime which was of such volume and gravity that by 
putting an end to it 7 Nov terminated an era and began 
another. History will judge it by what it ended and what 
it started. 
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-It ended an era that was best described by President 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali on 26 Feb 88 when he told the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Constitutional party 
that “for the past few years previous to 7 Nov the 
country was living in a state of hesitation that weakened 
the state’s institutions, condemned political life to rigid- 
ity and sterility, and so disabled our vision for the future 
that development capabilities and confidence waned and 
despair took over. The situation has additionally tar- 
nished Tunisia’s image and hurt its position in the 
international arena.” 


7 Nov ended all that. A new era began whose first action 
was to re-assure Tunisians of their present situation and 
restore their confidence in the future of their country. A 
series of decisions were made to stimulate political life 
and revive the country’s constitutional institutions. 





NEAR EAST 


Laws were enacted to guarantee individual and collec- 
tive freedoms and protect human rights as a basic 
condition for the implementation of true democracy. 


All those decisions came as a result of a comprehensive 
and clear understanding of the wishes of the Tunisian 
people and its cultvral and civil tendencies. Thus 
emerged a series of decisions dedicated to defining the 
Islamic Arab Tunisian people. Domestically, official 
disdain for the Islamic religion turned into respect and 
glorification of the religion of all Tunisians. The greatest 
accomplishment of 7 Nov, in my view, will be that of 
transforming the concept of Arab Maghreb unity into 
concrete specific steps. On that date, without fanfare or 
coercion, a steady step was taken towards unity, God 
willing!. 


12945 
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INDIA 


Indian Communists Comment on Soviet Stand on 
Gandhi 


CPI Leader’s Remarks 
46001581 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
29 Jun 88 p 12 


[Text] The CPI is not bound by the decisions of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr C. Rajeswara 
Rao, general secretary, national council of the CPI, said 
in Calcutta on Tuesday. Nor do the Opposition parties 
need the support of the Soviet Union in their struggle 
against the Congress(I). Mr Rao was talking to reporters 
after the conclusion of the five-day State executive and 
council meeting of the party in West Bengal. 


Mr Rao admitted that an article had appeared in the 
PRAVDA which was favourable to Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Government, but the writer had welcomed mainly the 
progressive foreign policies of Mr Gandhi and “the 
Nehru family.”” He had not supported the domestic 
policies of the Congress(I) Government, nor had he 
criticized the Communists in India for “joining hands 
with reactionaries” in their effort to oust Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi. He did not attach much importance to the 
article and said many views were being aired in the 
USSR in the era of glasnost. 


The CPI thought that the Centre’s foreign policies were 
progressive, but its internal policies were retrograde, 
causing unemployment, inflation and poverty, Mr Rao 
said. “It has the appearance of a contradictory stand,” 
Mr Rao said, but the bourgeoisie in India wanted global 
peace so that they could develop. Hence they have 
adopted a progressive foreign policy. 


The most dangerous thing was the Government’s open- 
door policy towards multinationals, which would not 
only destroy the public sector firms but also undermine 
the self-reliance of the economy, he said. 


More on Rao Remarks 
46001581 Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
29 Jun 88 p 2 


[Text] Calcutta, June 28: The CPI is “not bothered” by 
articles in Soviet newspapers eulogising the Prime Min- 
ister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, the CPI general-secretary, Mr C. 
Rajeswara Rao, told a press conference here today. 


Mr Rao made this comment when a newsman drew his 
attention to the CPI(M) taking exception to certain 
articles in Soviet newspapers, including PRAVDA, say- 
ing that communist and Left parties in India had joined 
hands with “reactionary forces.” 


Asked about the CPI(M) leadership’s decision to take up 
the matter with the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union the next time the party leaders visited Moscow, 
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Mr Rao said, ““We would not do that.” He hastened to 
add that there was nothing wrong with the Soviet papers’ 
assessment of the internal policies of Mr Gandhi. 


Mr Rao, who was here in connection with the state 
council meeting of the West Bengal unit of the CPI, 
refused to comment on the rehabilitation of some Com- 
munist Party leaders like Leon Trotsky in the Soviet 
Union. “It seems that they (the present Soviet leaders) 
are now shaking off a few dogmas held by the former 
leaders. That is good,” he observed, when asked about 
the CPI’s reaction on the CPSU general secretary, Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s plans for glasnost and perestroika. 


Mr Rao was all praises for the achievements of the 
Chinese Communist Party and said that during his visit 
to China he had witnessed the country’s progress in 
many spheres. 


The CPI leader maintained that his party was against a 
joint Opposition as an alternative to the Rajiv Gandhi 
government at the Centre. Asked whether his party 
considered the Jan Morcha leader, Mr V.P. Singh, as an 
alternative to Mr Gandhi, he said, “for us it is not an 
individual but a force that is an alternative to him.” 


Referring to the recent byelections in the country, Mr 
Rao said it was ridiculous of Mr Gandhi to say that the 
results were not bad for the Congress(1). 


Referring to the recent: reshuffle of the Union Cabinet, 
Mr Rao said, “This would not help Mr Gandhi to 
refurbish his losing credibility. It is beyond one’s imag- 
ination how chief ministers, who are incapable of man- 
aging states, could manage the responsibilities of the 
country.” 


CPI-M Organ 
46001581 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Jul 88 p 6 


(Text] CPI-M organ PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY has cri- 
ticised the Soviet journal NEW TIMES for “giving a 
clean chit to the Rajiv government” on the Bofors deal 
and hoped that the policy of glasnost (openness) exhib- 
ited by the Soviet press in domestic issues would be 
reflected in its coverage of international affairs, espe- 
cially with regard to developments in India. 


Charging the NEW TIMES for relying “merely on offi- 
cial handouts for reporting on the complex reality in 
India,” an article in the recent issue of the PEOPLE’S 
DEMOCRACY said that even “closest supporters of 
Rajiv Gandhi are shaken” by recent disclosures in THE 
HINDU. 


The article pointed out the perception of the CPI-M and 
Left and democratic forces that there are “serious ques- 
tions facing the people including the defence of national 
unity, the socio-economic policies of the Government 
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and imperialist manoeuvres” and that the “defrauding 
of the public exchequer to the tune of millions in the 
vital sector of defence” should not be brushed aside. 


The article quotes a letter published in the NEW TIMES 
by an Indian reader, stating “I understand that in your 
(Soviet) conditions the press is an instrument of foreign 
policy. But you cannot attribute negative facts of our life 
such as the scandal about Government purchase of arms 
from the West solely to the intrigues of external forces. 
This Indian Watergate is a product of our bourgeois 
society.” 


The Soviet journal was criticised sharply for carrying a 
report from Delhi stating that the Indian Government 
has “striven from the outset to carry out an objective 
investigation of the affair.” 


Describing the Joint Parliamentary Committee’s report 
on the Bofors deal as a “pathetic attempt at a cover-up,” 
the article derides the NEW TIMES report for displaying 
touching faith in the Bofors president Erik Penser who is 
reported to have “‘declared unambiguously in mid-May 
that his company had never bribed anyone and did not 
pay commission when the contract with the Indian 
Ministry of Defence was concluded.” 


/08309 


Protocol on Bilateral Trade Signed With 
Yugoslavia 

46001590 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
22 Jun 88 p 9 


[Text] India and Yugoslavia on Tuesday signed a proto- 
col to raise the level of bilateral trade turnover from 200 
million U.S. dollars in 1987 to 250 million U.S. dollars 
in 1988, reports PTI. 


Both sides have also agreed to sign long term contracts 
on several items of interest to the two countries. They 
include import of petro-chemicals, newsprint, rails and 
steel and steel products by India and export of coffee, 
machine tools, automotive components, leather goods, 
Maruti cars and iron ore to Yugoslavia. 


The protocol was signed at the conclusion of the four-day 
17th session of the Indo-Yugoslav Joint Committee for 
Economic Cooperation. 


Commerce and Finance Minister N D Tiwari signed the 
protocol on behalf of India and Dr Radoje Kontic, 
member of the federal executive council of Yugoslavia 
and co-chairman of the Indo-Yugoslav Joint Committee 
signed on behalf of his country. 


Speaking on the occasion, Mr Tiwari said the agreement 
reflected a commitment on both sides to step up the 
trade on a balanced basis. He said the agreement pro- 
vided an excellent backdrop to the forthcoming visit of 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to Yugoslavia next month. 


31 
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Reciprocating the sentiments, Dr Kontic said the target 
of 250 million U.S. dollars for 1988 would be the 
minimum. He expressed confidence that the bilateral 
trade would be doubled in the next two years and it 
would touch one billion U.S. dollars by the end of the 
century. 


Both sides have agreed on a series of measures to attain 
the increased level of trade turnover. The two countries 
would promote the grade growth through linked deal 
mechanism. Under the mechanism, Yugoslavia has 
agreed to import consumer goods worth 25 million U.S. 
dollars from India while Indian public sector organisa- 
tions will import their requirements from Yugoslavia. 


The link deal agreement, which has proved beneficial to 
both countries, would be extended for two more years, 
beyond 30 September 1988. It has been agreed that the 
list of commodities to be exchanged under this arrange- 
ment would include the basket of commodities 
exchanged earlier and all other items as may be mutually 
agreed upon by the State Trading Corporation (STC), the 
nodal agency on the Indian side and the Yugoslav 
Chamber of Economy. 


In the field of industrial cooperation, the two sides had 
agreed to further mutual cooperation in diverse fields 
including energy and power projects, agricultural 
machinery, agro-complexes, food processing industries, 
machine tools and hand tools, railways, shipbuilding, 
electronics and telecommunications. 


Cooperation possibilities for industrial and power 
projects both in Yugoslavia and third countries are being 
explored. India also proposes to hold an exclusive elec- 
tronics exhibition in Yugoslavia and has offered recip- 
rocal facilities for Yugoslav organisations. 


It has been agreed that the next ministerial-level meeting 
under the tripartite agreement among India, Yugoslavia 
and Egypt would be held as early as possible so as to 
strengthen its application for industrial and technical 
cooperation. 


/08309 


Press Reports on Aspects of Indo-Soviet 
Cooperation 


Gosplan Visitor 
46001584 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
18 Jun 88 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, June 17—It was resolved here this 
morning to iron out the difficulties which had stalled 
coproduction ventures between Soviet organizations and 
private sector Indian firms. A delegation led by Mr J.B. 
Stroganov, Deputy Chairman, of Gosplan, met represen- 
tatives of the Confederation of Engineering Industry in 
this regard. 
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While both sides recognized that “tremendous poten- 
tial” existed for industrial tie-ups, Mr Stroganov said 
some impediments were bound to crop up. What was 
important was to find ways of resolving them. 


In such ventures, it was necessary for both sides to 
realize there could be no one-way traffic. Production 
cooperation had to be the first step towards closer 
industrial links. The balance of trade at the unit level, 
which was causing some difficulties to the Indians, could 
be worked out, he said. 


Presenting a brief round-up of the economic and indus- 
trial scene in the USSR today, he said that recent 
liberalization offered scope for cooperation. The Soviet 
Union could learn from India, especially in the produc- 
tion of small tractors and agricultural machines, the 
Soviets had so far specialized in large machines. 


Speaking on behalf of CEI, Mr A. Mazumdar said that 
though several MOU’s had been signed between private 
Indian firms and Soviet industrial organizations, little 
had actually been achieved. He cited the Soviet desire for 
balance of trade at the unit level as a major hurdle. 


Other difficulties related to pricing, lack of communica- 
tion and a reluctance on the part of Soviet firms to part 
with full technical details. He made it clear that the 
Indian private sector was as keen to get involved with 
Soviet firms as it was with anybody else. 


Laser Tec PLans 
46001584 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
16 Jun 88 p 16 


[Text] Vilnius, June 15 (PTI). The Vilnius university of 
USSR in the republic of Lithuania and Burdwan univer- 
sity in West Bengal are likely to enter into an agreement 
in laser technology according to Prof Jonas Grigonis, 
deputy rector of Vilnius university. 


Prof Grigonis told a visiting PTI correspondent that the 
vice chancellor of Burdwan university who came here in 
spring last year had already had a round of preliminary 
talks towards this agreement. 


The communication treaty is expected to be signed this 
October, Prof Grigonis said. 


Both the universities have expressed keenness to develop 
laser technology on a joint basis, Prof Grigonis said. 


Prof Grigonis said, both the universities have initially 
agreed to exchange one person every year in the context 
of laser technology. 


He said the invitation to the vice-chancellor was 
extended by the pro-rector of the Academy of Sciences of 
USSR at an international conference. He visited the 
university and was very “pleased.” 
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Prof Grigonis said the laser centre of the university was 
quite advanced and more than 170 people worked with 
the centre. The university had been in good contact with 
Indian universities where its academicians have been 
lecturing. Prof Gregas, professor of physics had recently 
lectured at the Indian Institute of Technology, New 
Delhi. 


The deputy rector said the over 400-year old university 
of Vilnius had nearly 16,000 students enrolled with a 
teaching staff of 1,600. The university is famous for its 
science faculty. 


The university conducted a meeting on semiconductors 
every four years and several other international science 
seminars. He said the medical university was the third 
Organisation to have the right to perform cardiovascular 
surgery and kidney and heart transplants. 


The unique feature of the university is that the students 
are responsible for selection for scholarships which vary 
between 45 to 70 roubles (one rouble is approximately 
RS 22). Seventy-four percent of the students received 
scholarships but merit-cum-means were also taken into 
consideration. 


Banking Protocol Signed 
46001584 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
28 Jun 88 p 11 


[Text] Bombay, June 27. State Bank of India (SBI) has 
signed a memorandum of understanding and banking 
protocols with the Bank for Foreign Economic Affair of 
the USSR, International Bank for Economic Coopera- 
tion, Industry and Construction Bank of the USSR and 
Agro-Industrial Bank of the USSR covering a wide range 
of subjects including study of market potential and 
opportunities of products services in the two countries. 
It also covers prospects of technology transfer specially 
to small and medium industries as also setting up of joint 
ventures or co-production facilities. 


During a three-day stay in Moscow from June 22 to 24, 
Mr D.N. Ghosh, SBI chairman, besides signing the MoU 
protocols, discussed with the chairman of the State Bank 
of the USSR the whole gamut of banking matters and 
scope for joint ventures. Both expressed hope that this 
would go a long way in furthering the cause of the 
Indo-Soviets economic co-operation. 


In his meeting with the USSR banks, Mr Ghosh made 
pointed reference to the catalystic role that State Bank of 
India Capital Markets is playing in the fields of corpo- 
rate counselling, leasing, bought-out deals and lately in 
setting up of venture capital equity support funds which 
have direct and substantial relevance to Indo-Soviet 
efforts for establishing joint ventures. Mr Ghosh con- 
cluded his series of discussions with a meeting with the 
top executives of the chamber of commerce and industry 
of the USSR. Both sides agreed to identify and Sponsor 
at least one of two joint venture projects for being set up 
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in India and the USSR so that experiences from these 
could be fruitfully utilised in successful culmination of 
many more in the near future. 


108309 


Defense Ministry Issues Denial on Alleged Spy 
46001598 Madras THE HINDU in English 
17 Jun 88 p 10 


[Text] New Delhi, June 16. The Ministry of Defence has 
denied that Capt. Subba Rao who has reportedly been 
arrested for trying to smuggle sensitive documents out of 
the country was ever associated with the Advanced 
Technology Vessel Programme. 


The following is the text of the official release of the 
Ministry: ‘The Government’s attention has been drawn 
to press reports about the reported arrest of a retired 
Naval Officer, Capt Subba Rao. It was stated in these 
reports that the said Capt. Subba Rao was working in the 
Advanced Technology Vessel programme (ATV) as also 
in the Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) of the Ministry of Defence. The Ministry of 
Defence wishes to state categorically that there was no 
Captain (retired) Subba Rao working in the ATV pro- 
gramme since its inception, nor did he ever work or is 
presently working as a scientist in DRDO.’ 


Farcical and bizarre: The arrest of Capt. Subba Rao 
seems to have an element of the farcical and the bizarre 
were it not for the tragedy in which it has involved the 
officer. 


Capt. Subba Rao who had done a Ph.D. from the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Bombay on mathematical anal- 
yses of flaws in nuclear reactor design, had left the Navy 
in 1987 though he claimed that he was still being utilised 
as a consultant by the Indian Navy for its NAVNET 
(Naval satellite communication project) where he had 
worked prior to his retirement. 


Never part of the project: He had never been part of the 
ATV project under which the country is seeking to 
design an indigenous nuclear reactor for marine propul- 
sion. The project dates from the early Eighties and Capt. 
Subba Rao was never on its rolls. However, it is certain 
that the Captain was associated with the aborted BARC- 
Navy project dating from the early 1970s which was 
initially involved in the design of a marine propulsion 
reactor. Later, he felt frustrated with what he felt was 
deliberate sabotage of his ideas by the BARC scientists 
and through the late 1970s, he was a well-known figure in 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) 
where he was given some facilities and where he 
attended mathematics classes. Sources who were stu- 
dents of the TIFR at the time say that he seemed to be on 
excellent terms with the Naval establishment in Bombay. 
There is little doubt that he had a number of ardent 
admirers in the Navy. 
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Claim of a better reactor design: On a visit to New Delhi 
in April, Capt. Subba Rao whose sense of disgruntlement 
had led him to contact a wide variety of people, includ- 
ing press persons spoke to a colleague and claimed that 
he was involved in the ATV project. He said that his 
association came through the BARC-Navy project when 
the then Naval Chief had asked him to critique two 
designs for the reactor offered by BARC. He claimed 
that he had done a detailed report on it and pointed out 
the fundamental flaws in the reactor design. He said that 
he had told the Naval Chief that he could produce a 
better design and had done so in a short while. He was 
asked to be present in a South Block meeting where top 
officials of the atomic energy establishment like Dr. P.K. 
Iyengar, Mr. Homi Sethna and Dr. Raja Ramanna were 
present. 


As Capt. Subba Rao put it, the audience was skeptical of 
his claims and rejected it outright and when he chal- 
lenged them to ask any questions, Dr. Ramanna, who 
was one of the examiners of his thesis, did so and was 
impressed by the answer. He was then inducted into the 
reactor project at the instance of the then Naval Chief, 
working out of the BARC. 


Deputed for computer work: Subsequently, Capt. Subba 
Rao was deputed by the Navy to work on the computer 
segment of the NAVNET and even this did not satisfy 
him and he ran into problems with the Navy and retired 
prematurely. In 1987, he claimed that he had drawn up 
plans for using superconductivity for naval propulsion. 
He had forwarded a report in which he claimed to have 
worked out the theoretical equations involved in the 
design to Dr. J.V. Narlikar, of the TIFR, who asked him 
to forward it to Dr. C.N.R. Rao, in-charge of the Indian 
superconductivity programme. Dr. Rao apparently 
claimed to have been baffled by the paper and he 
probably diplomatically forwarded it to Dr. P.K. Iyengar 
who is in charge of sub-group of superconductivity 
applications. The latter had not replied to it and Capt. 
Subba Rao had been lobbying to get a hearing. A 
knowledgeable physicist, who had seen a copy of the 
report, says that it was basically some old ideas on 
superconductivity applications in an IBM research paper 
that had been put together by Capt. Subba Rao. Added 
to it were photocopies of the original paper. 


‘Prone to making sweeping claims’: A series of queries 
have disclosed that Capt. Subba Rao, while clearly a 
talented man, was too prone to making sweeping claims 
and judgments in fields in which he had little specialisa- 
tion. For some reason, he impressed one of the Naval 
Chiefs and began to spin ideas which had meagre foun- 
dations in terms of his own qualifications. However, he 
had been clearly sidelined soon enough and his subse- 
quent career was essentially one of the Navy trying to 
give him some placement where he could be of use. 


Capt. Subba Rao, as it often happens, felt that his talent 
was being suppressed by motivated parties and devel- 
oped a sense of frustration. He had some time back made 
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it known to many people that he had been invited to the 
U.S. to present his ideas and therefore there was nothing 
clandestine in his intention to visit the U.S. 


Attracting Official Secrets Act: The problem likely to 
confront him now is that since he did have some access 
to BARC and was a serving officer of the Navy till last 
year he could have in his possession documents which 
would bring him under the ambit of the Official Secrets 
Act, even if his own designs of the nuclear reactor or a 
super-conductivity based propulsion system are worth- 
less. It seems far-fetched to presume that a Naval Cap- 
tain with some knowledge of mathematics had the 
knowledge to design an entire propulsion system which 
requires the efforts of scores of trained engineers. Unfor- 
tunately, the antiquated Official Secrets Act is all-en- 
compassing and if he is charged under its provisions, he 
would find things very difficult indeed. 
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Delhi Reports Record Foodgrain Harvest in Rabi 
Season 


46001588 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
25 Jun 88 p 3 


[Text] New Delhi, June 24. The government today 
claimed that the worst drought of the century notwith- 
standing, the total foodgrain production last year was 
about 138 million tonnes, only 4.2 per cent below the 
previous year’s output of 144 million tonnes. This was 
the “lowest drop” in production compared to previous 
drought situations, an official spokesman told newsmen 
here today. 


The foodgrain output in the just-concluded rabi season 
was said to be a record 6.5 million tonnes, surpassing the 
previous peak of 65.29 million tonnes in 1985-86. The 
kharif grain harvest was, however, down to about 71.5 
million tonnes from the previous three years average 
production of 83.76 million tonnes. 


The output of rice and wheat is estimated at 54.6 million 
tonnes and 46 million tonnes, respectively. 


The grain output figures released today, marked a signif- 
icant step-up over the estimates floated earlier. The 
pre-budget economic survey had anticipated the produc- 
tion to be anywhere between 130 and 134 million tonnes, 
while the later estimates had put it at 135.35 million 
tonnes. A spokesman of the agriculture ministry had, 
however, claimed about three weeks ago that the 1987- 
88 foodgrain production would turn out to be between 
137 and 139 million tonnes. 


The government spokesman today said the normal 
south-west monsoon so far augered well for the current 
kharif season. The agriculture ministry had taken ade- 
quate steps in collaboration with state governments to 
make the best use of the rainfall. 
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According to the high-level cabinet committee on 
drought, the monsoon failure last year had adversely hit 
crops over about 45 million hectares (of the country’s 
total 145 million hectare cropped area) in 269 districts of 
15 states. Of the total 35 meteorological sub-divisions in 
the country, the rainfall was normal or excess only in 13. 
In the previous severe drought years, normal rainfall was 
recorded in 16 sub-divisions in 1965 and 19 in 1979. 


While the fall in total foodgrain production was only 4.2 
per cent last year, it was as high as 19 per cent in 1965-66 
and 16.28 per cent in 1979-80 droughts. 


The spokesman attributed good performance of the 
agricultural sector in the worst drought year to “well 
designed strategy of the government for the rabi season. 
Not only was the total rabi grain output a record, but the 
production of rabi rice had also touched a new high of 
7.36 million tonnes. West Bengal alone had produced 
about five lakh tonnes more rice than was earlier 
expected. The total kharif rice output was estimated at 
47.24 million tonnes. 
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Paper Gives Details on Expulsions From Akali 
Dal Presidium 

46001586 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
27 Jun 88 p | 


[Text] Ludhiana, June 26.—The Unified Akali Dal 
(UAD) presidium today “expelled” seven senior party 
leaders, including the acting president, Mr Ujagar Singh 
Rangretta, and general secretary, Mr Manjit Singh Cal- 
cutta, reports PTI. The decision to “expel” them from 
the primary membership of the party for six years was 
taken at a meeting of the presidium held in the Alamgir 
Gurdwara near here today, a spokesman of the presid- 
ium told reporters. 


He said the others expelled were the SGPC secretary, Mr 
Mal Singh Ghumann, three SGPC members—Mr Shiv 
Singh Khushipur, Mr Hari Singh and Mr Puran Singh 
Josh—and the leader of the UAD Parliamentary Party, 
Mr Shaminder Singh. 


The spokesman said disciplinary action against the seven 
was taken for their supporting the SGPC’s decision of 
removing the five head priests, including Bhai Jasbir 
Singh of the Akal Takht. Mr Harcharan Singh Rode, son 
of the UAD leader Mr Joginder Singh was appointed 
general secretary in place of Mr Calcutta. 


Among those present at the meeting were Mr Joginder 
Singh, Mr Sucha Singh Chotepur, a former Minister and 
Mr Gala Singh. Nine of the 12 presidium members were 
present at the meeting, the spokesman claimed. Six 
others were in jail, he said, adding that nine district 
jathedars were also present at the meeting. 
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According to the spokesman, a resolution passed at the 
meeting said the SGPC was not empowered to remove 
Mr Jasbir Singh and four other head priests appointed by 
the Sarbat Khalsa. The Sarbat Khalsa alone can remove 
them, it added. 


The resolution said the removal of the five high priests 
by the SGPC had “retarded” the progress in the Sikh 
Panth and damaged the image of the party. The meeting 
expressed faith in the leadership of Mr Jasbir Singh and 
Mr Simranjit Singh Mann, president of the party pres- 
ently lodged in jail. The presidium, through another 
resolution, threatened to launch a morcha in case the 
SGPC was replaced by a board. 


The meeting condemned the “Operation Black Thun- 
der” undertaken in Amritsar last month and opposed the 
beautification plan around the Golden Temple complex. 


Mr Balwant Singh, former Punjab Finance Minister, 
today urged the SGPC members to appear before the 
Akal Takht for the atonement of their “sins.” In a 
statement in Jalandhar, the former Finance Minister 
said that if the SGPC members failed to appear before 
the Akal Takht, the Akali Dal(L) would force them to do 
so by bringing a motion of no-confidence against it. 


Seven Killed 


A deputy commandant of the “Khalistan Liberation 
Front” and four other terrorists were among the seven 
people killed in Punjab since last night. The Director- 
General of the Punjab police, Mr K.P.S. Gill, said in 
Chandigarh this evening that the Deputy Commandant, 
Binderjit Singh alias Sharma, was killed in an encounter 
at Ludhiana yesterday. 
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Concern Expressed Over Smuggling Along Nepal 
Border 

46001597 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 

21 Jun 88 p 9 


[Text] Rampant smuggling along the 1,535 km-long 
India-Nepal border is causing concern to Indian Cus- 
toms authorities. Despite being hamstrung by the fact 
that this border is open and not guarded by paramilitary 
forces unlike India’s borders with Pakistan and Bangla- 
desh, the Customs authorities since 1987 with their 
inadequate staff strength have been successful in dealing 
with a smuggling operations along the india-Nepal bor- 
der. 


The goods from Nepal are being smuggled to India 
mostly through Bustee, Barni, Gorakhpur, Nepalgunj, 
Garifanta and Banbasa areas in U.P., and Galgolia, 
Raxual and Champaran in Bihar. The smuggled items 
also pour into West Bengal through Naxalbari in North 
Bengal. Most of the kingpins live in Kanpur, Bombay, 
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Delhi and Calcutta. The smuggled goods after reaching 
different points in India are transported to northern and 
western parts of the country. 


As Nepal is a land locked country it is allowed to import 
goods from other countries through Calcutta port and 
Radhikapur land customs on [ndia- border 
following a treaty on trade and transit. The goods which 
are imported by Nepal are being received in Calcutta by 
the Nepalese Customs officials and sent to border after 
sealing of the containers by the India Customs at Cal- 
cutta port. Now bulk of the imported goods which reach 
Nepal are being smuggled to India by several organized 
gangs. Apart from this, large quantity of narcotics items 
like ganja and hashish cultivated in Nepal also reach 
India illegally. 


Mr A.K. Mitra, Collector of Customs (Preventive), 
India-Nepal Border said that because of the intensified 
anti-smuggling drive during the recent period the smug- 
gling operation has been contained to some extent. The 
money value of the seized goods, which was Rs.1.65 
crores in 1984 shot up to Rs.12.88 crores last year, Mr 
Mitra said. During the current year the Customs person- 
nel had seized goods worth over Rs.9 crores as compared 
to Rs.5.58 crores during the corresponding period in 
1987 and Rs.3.37 crores in 1986, he stated. 


The seized commodities during the recent period ending 
on June 16 included synthetic yarn worth Rs.88.26 
lakhs, synthetic fabrics worth Rs.79.32 lakhs, narcotics 
worth Rs.3.16 crores and vehicles valued about Rs.2.72 
crores. In all, 142 persons were arrested and 231! vehicles 
used for carrying contraband goods were seized during 
last five months. 


Mr Mitra said that a special three-day anti-smuggling 
drive was conducted last week, in all the 40 districts 
covering U.P., Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim. A num- 
ber of travellers were intercepted and searched near the 
borders. Even the railway passengers were searched at 
Jalpaiguri and Siliguri and in parts of Bihar. In all, goods 
worth about Rs1.05 crores have been seized. 


Two truckloads of synthetic yarn worth about Rs.30 
lakhs have been seized at Barni in U.P. Another group of 
Customs officials seized synthetic fabric worth about 
Rs.5 lakhs at Sonepur Railway station. Apart from this, 
narcotics worth about Rs.7 lakhs have been seized dur- 
ing the three-day operation, last week. 


Mr Mitra said that recently two groups of air passengers 
who came to Kathmandu from Dubai were caught after 
they reached India. Substantial quantity of gold biscuits 
concealed in their body were seized by the Customs 
officials. 
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Many felt that more staff should be deployed in the 
Customs wings in the India-Nepal border. The present 
staff strength is about 1,700. They have been deployed in 
seven divisions, 22 land customs stations and 55 preven- 
tive units and two airports. 


On number of occasions, the Customs staff had to face 
belligerent groups of people involved in smuggling oper- 
ations. Absence of paramilitary forces on the border 
made the smugglers confident. Last year there were eight 
encounters between the Customs officials and gangs 
engaged in smuggling. Recently there were two such 
encounters in Champaran, Bihar. The attackers in most 
cases are narcotics traffickers. Recently a Custom official 
at Barni in U.P. was shot at by smugglers. 


In another recent incident a group of Customs officials 
were surrounded by an angry mob of smugglers at Barni. 
The smuggiers kidnapped five inspectors. They also beat 
up a superintendent. Later, a strong police reinforcement 
rescued the Customs officials. 
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Papers Report on Consortium Meeting 


World Bank Report 
46001591 Madras THE HINDU in English 
20 Jun 88 p 7 


{Text] Paris, June 21 PT!}—The Aid India Consortium 
has committed 6.3 billion U.S. dollars as development 
aid to India for the current fiscal year including 3.9 
billion U.S. dollars on concessional terms. 


The substantial increase in the soft term loan of 3.9 
billion U.S. dollars as compared to last year’s figure of 
3.3 billion U.S. dollars, an increase of 18 per cent, is 
based on the donor’s appreciation of the performance of 
the Indian economy despite adversity and its pressing 
needs. 


The figure of 3.9 billion U.S. dollars in concessional fund 
is slightly higher than the World Bank’s recommenda- 
tion of 3.8 billion U.S. dollars. 


The total commitment of 6.3 billion U.S. dollars as 
compared to last year’s 5.4 billion U.S. dollars, an 
increase of over 16 per cent, is also higher than the 
World Bank's projection of 5.8 billion U.S. dollars. 


In his concluding remarks at the end of the two-day 
meeting, World Bank vice-president Attilla Karaosma- 
noglu, who presided over the Aid Indian Consortium, 
appreciated the progress made by India in critical areas 
such as industrial performance and poverty alleviation. 


However, concerns were also expressed in the area of the 
macroeconomic balances, budget deficit and the balance 
of payments situation, the slowing down of agricultural 
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growth, the unfinished agenda of deregulation and the 
liberalisation in the manufacturing sector, and the need 
to do more in the social sector to alleviate poverty. 


While taking note of India’s commitment to doing more 
in these areas, Mr Atilla Karaosmanoglu admitted that 
the challenges faced by India in alleviating poverty and 
sustaining development with social justice probably had 
no parallel in history. 


“That is why | am particularly heartened by consensus in 
the consortium that for India to continue its progress, 
concessional assistance has a critical role to play. Your 
pledges have demonstrated this,” he said. 


“The challenges before India remain more complex— 
alleviating poverty, slowing down the population 
growth, protecting environment and improving welfire 
of women, children and other vulnerable groups—and 
we stand willing to help India address these important 
issues,” he added. 


Briefing reporters after the meeting, Finance Secretary S 
Venkitaramanan thanked the consortium for the valu- 
able support to India’s development efforts and hoped 
that it would continue with this effort. 


Replying to questions, Mr Venkitaramanan said that the 
commitments made by the consortium members were 
only the floor of the aid level and not the ceiling, and 
there had been instances in the past when the effective 
aid level was much higher than the committed figures. 


He said the contribution of World Bank and the Inter- 
national Development Association (IDA) in the aid 
stood at 2.7 billion dollars but he refused to specify 
countrywise figures. 


New Delhi: A Japanese embassy press release today said 
that the Japanese government has announced at the 
India Consortium meeting in Paris, extension of 28th 
ODA loan (concessional loan from Japanese govern- 
ment) totalling 87,834 million yen (about Rs 800 crore). 


The ODA loan totalling 70,813 million yen has been 
given for six projects, Raichur Thermal Power Station 
(23,142 million yen), Ghatghar Pumped Storage Project 
(11,414 million yen), Tourism Infrastructure Develop- 
ment Project (9,244 million yen), Small Scale Enter- 
prises Development Programme (19,500 million yen), 
Upper Kolab Irrigation Project (3,769 million yen) and 
Upper Indravati Irrigation Project (3,744 million yen). 


The remaining 17,021 million yen has been extended as 
rehabilitation ODA loan for Ramagundam Fertiliser 
Plan (11,132 million yen) Mysore Paper Mills moderni- 
sation (2,381) Hoogly Dock and Port Engineers modcr- 
nisation project (3,508 million yen). 
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Increase in Loan 
46001591 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
22 Jun 88 p I 


{Text} New Delhi, June 18—The World Bank has rec- 
ommended a larger concessional aid for India on the 
ground that it is necessary to support the process of 
reducing the debt service ratio and avoid further pres- 
sures on the already low consumption levels, besides 
providing a safety net against periods of natural calamity 
and helping the Indian Government achieve its goal of 
removing poverty by the turn of the century. 


In its report on the Indian economy prepared for the 
meeting of the Aid India Consortium to be held early 
next week in Paris, the World Bank has noted that the 
number of those living in adsolute poverty, exceed the 
population of all of sub-Saharan Africa outside of Nige- 
ria and felt that the priority India is according to poverty 
alleviation justifies its continued access to a reasonable 
share of the IDA (International Development Associa- 
tion) resources. This access will be essential if the World 
Bank is to support adequately India’s efforts to 
strengthen its social sector performance. 


The World Bank anticipates that over the next five years 
the shares of social sectors and industry in total Bank 
lending will continue to show an increase relative to 
what they have been so far and that of agriculture, 
including irrigation, will remain constant. While the 
Bank and the IDA financing is small in relation to total 
investment, it is projected in the financial year 1989 and 
1990 to account for about 40 per cent of externally 
financed component in these two years. This, the World 
Bank says, reflects a relatively rapid recent buildup in 
the IBRD iending. 


From 1948 till May 1988 the World Bank has made 114 
loans from the IBRD and 194 credits from the IDA to 
India totalling approximately $11.8 billions and $14.6 
billions, respectively. The International Finance Corpo- 
ration, the Bank’s affiliate for lending to the private 
sector, has approved investments in India amounting to 
over $500 millions. 


Asin} .< past, most of India’s external financing require- 
ments are expected to be met by Consortium members. 
Non-concessional disbursements of publicly guaranteed 
funds will need to rise by over $600 millions a year from 
$1.7 billions in 1987-88 to $2.3 billions in 1988-89 and 
to $3.7 billions in 1990-91. To ensure these disburse- 
ments, commitments would have to reach about 3.7 
billions pounds in 1988-89 and rise to $4.1 billions in 
1990-91. The World Bank is expected to provide the 
majority of these inflows with the Asian Development 
Bank playing a greater role. However, in the opinion of 
the World Bank, financing current account deficits of 
this magnitude through ever-increasing reliance on non- 
concessional funding would not be prudent. The decline 
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in the availability of concessional funding has led to an 
increase in India’s non-concessional borrowirg and a 
rise in its debt service ratio to over 25 per cent, the 
World Bank has roted. 


In financing the investments required over the longer 
term to achieve at least a five per cent growth rate, India 
can rely on its own high saving rate. Additional resources 
can be generated by further reducing the Government’s 
deficit and thus increasing its saving. Nonetheless, the 
World Bank has recognised that India’s resources are 
inherently limited by its low per capita income and there 
are claims on these resources from the <ocial sectors and 
poverty programmes. Hence, continued inflows of exter- 
nal resources will be needed to maintain India’s growth. 


External capital: The need for external capital is also 
seen in the balance of payments projections. Imports of 
capital goods and key inputs will need to increase from 
their drought-depressed levels reaching about $14.2 bil- 
lions in 1990-91, as compared to $10.2 billions in 
1987-88. Total imports will touch $24.2 billions in 
1990-91, as compared to $19 billions in 1987-88. Inter- 
est payments are projected to increase from $1.7 billions 
to $1.8 billions. The World Bank feels that exports will 
have to provide the bulk of the foreign exchanges 
needed. Specifically, real export growth rate of about six 
per cent per annum during the next three years, much 
less than the growth rate of the last two years and less 
than even the Seventh Plan target, should permit India 
to maintain a viable balance of payments. With this 
export growth the current account deficit should be 
about $4.7 billions in 1988-89 and rise to $5.4 billions in 
1990-91, implying a corresponding need for foreign 
inflows. 


The Worid Bank has suggested a six-point plan to help 
India achieve five per cent growth rate in order to 
improve the living standards of a population that is still 
rising by more than two per cent and to provide produc- 
tive employment for the growing labour force. These are: 
Reduction in Government deficit and increase in sav- 
ings, reversal of the weak agricultural performance of the 
last four years; maintenance of recent high growth rates 
in manufacturing; increased supplies of power, trans- 
port, and urban services; improved delivery of education 
and health care to ensure broad participation in the 
growth process; and improvements in the employment 
and poverty programmes. 


Population growth: Reviewing the state of economy in 
certain key sectors, the World Bank has noted that 
India’s population will reach 800 millions in 1988 and 
one billion in the year 2000 or even a few years earlier. 
Further reductions in birth rate and population will 
entail more widespread education and access to family 
planning services as well as improved education and 
employment opportunities for women. Change in 
employment patterns is found to be slow, reflecting a 
weak push out of agriculture and limited pull from the 
secondary and tertiary sectors. The urbanisation is found 
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to have proceeded slowly reflecting the slow shift in 
employment patterns. Conservative projections suggest 
that the urban population will more than double between 
1981 and 2000 while the rural population will continue 
to rise by over one per cent a year but the actual growth 
rates will depend upon the underlying changes in agri- 
culture and the rate and quality of urban employment 
opportunities. The World Bank feels that removal of 
poverty by 2000 will depend heavily on raising rural 
incomes and increasing productivity. 


As regards the manufacturing sector, the World Bank has 
noted that though many of the problems contributing to 
the weak performance in this sector still persist, the 
recent policy changes have helped to reduce them. 
Growth of manufacturing has averaged nine per cent in 
the last three years and manufactured exports have 
picked up noticeably in the last two years. Nevertheless, 
a number of problems remain with the regulatory sys- 
tem. Eligibility conditions and new controls have limited 
the impact of the recent changes and the export growth 
may prove transitory, the World Bank fears. 


On the performance of social sectors, the World Bank 
says that despite increase in life expectancy at birth, 
reduction in infant mortality, and decline in birth rate, 
the performance in health and education sectors leaves 
substantial room for improvement. Although literacy 
ratio has risen, the number of non-literates also has 
increased. It has noted that the Government is taking 
steps to improve the situation. 
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Over 1000 Companies Reported Dissolved During 
ist Half of 1987 
46400150a London KEYHAN in Persian 7 Jul 88 p 4 


[Text] In the first six months of 1366 [21 March - 22 
September 1987] 4,867 companies were recorded in 
Iran’s various cities, which represents an increase of 
about 27.4 percent compared to the same period the 
previous year. The capital of the companies registered in 
the period under discussion was given as 104.7 billion 
rials, an increase of about 147 percent over the first six 
months of 1365 [21 March - 22 September 1986]. 


According to statistics published by the Central Bank 
Office of Economic Statistics, of all the companies 
registered in the first six months of 1366, about 37.2 
percent are in the commercial and restaurant and hotel 
sector, 23 percent are in the industrial sector, 138.6 
percent are in the construction industry, 9.3 percent are 
in the agricultural sector, seven percent are credit, insur- 
ance, brokerage, and service institutions, and the 4.9 
percent remaining are involved in other economic activ- 
ities. 
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In part of its report on the amount of capital investment 
in the registered companies according to economic sec- 
tor, the Central Bank states: In the first six months of 
1366, of all the capita! investment of the companies 
registered, about 82 percent was in the industrial sector, 
7.9 percent was in the commercial, restaurant, and hoteis 
sector, 3.6 percent was in the agricultural sector, 2.7 
percent was in credit, insurance, brokerage, and service 
institutions, and the 3.9 percent remaining was in other 
economic activities. 


In Six Meoaths 1,144 Companies Dissolved 


The Central Bank Office of Economic Statistics notes in 
part of its report on the statistics of companies dissolved 
in the first six months of 1366 that in this period 1,144 
companies with a total investment of 4.4 billion rials 
were officially dissolved in the cities studied, and this 
represents an increase of 56.3 percent and 23.2 percent 
respectively with regard to the figures for compauies 
dissolved and the amount of investment respectively in 
the same period in | 365. In view of these statistics, one 
can conclude that there has been a net increase of 3,723 
companies with investment of 100.3 billion nals, which 
is an increase of 20.5 percent in numbers and 157.8 
percent in capital investment over the same period in 
1365. 


The Central Bank also announced that in the first six 
months of 1 366 there were four foreign companies with 
investment of 3.6 billion rials registered in the cities 
studied. The domestic companies registered are classi- 
fied as follows in terms of their legal forms: 


Of all the companies registered in the period studied, 
about 60 percent were “companies with limited liabil- 
ity,” 29.8 percent were “corporations,” and 5.1 percent 
were “cooperatives.” Of all the capital of the companies 
registered, 87.4 percent belongs to corporations, 11.3 
percent to companies with limited liability, and one 
percent to cooperatives. 


The Central Bank Office of Economic Statistics of the 
Isiamic Republic noted in part of its report that during 
the period studied the industrial sector invested most of 
its capital (86.1 percent) in the production of chemical 
substances and products, plastics and rubber. 
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Harsher Sentences Recommended for 
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[Text] On a radio program last Thursday, Mokhtar 
Kalantari, deputy commander of the Islamic revolution- 
ary komitehs, called on the government of the Islamic 
Republic to give broader powers to the Islamic revolu- 
tionary komitehs in order to fight smuggling, the use of 
narcotics, the smuggling of other goods, and what is 
religiously forbidden, as well as to establish the death 
penalty for narcotics distributors. 
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Kalantari said: A decisive confrontation is necessary to 
uproot addiction, and the meaning of decisive confron- 
tation is not imprisonment or punishment, but execu- 
tion. He said: Any penalty short of the the death penalty 
is ineffective. 


The deputy commander of the Islamic revolutionary 
komitehs claimed that the operations of komiteh revo- 
lutionary guards aimed at closing the borders and roads 
to smugglers have been very effective so far. He also 
added that the komitehs have been able to uproot the 
cultivation of opium and the preparation of narcotics 
within the country. 


According to Kalantari, all narcotics now being con- 
sumed within the country are brought in vy smugglers. 
Special operations have been mounied to stop the smug- 
gling of narcotics and block the routes, and smuggler 
1efuges and safe houses in the central desert and at the 
Eastern borders have fallen to the revolutionary guards. 


These operations are not enough, however. The areas 
within the cities must also be made insecure for the 
consumption and distribution of narcotics, meaning that 
the distributor and the consumer must also receive the 
severest penalties. 


Kalantari said: If the distributors are dealt with deci- 
sively, the consumption of these substances will be 
eliminated, because in most instances the distributor is 
also the consumer. 


Kalantari was a speaker on the “With the People, in Step 
with the Officials” program. On this program, people 
who either support the regime or have been specially 
chosen telephoue the studio, and, while asking questions 
of their own officials, express their views. 


Some of the hand-picked “‘listeners”” have asked for the 
wholesale execution of smugglers, distributors and con- 
sumers of narcotics during their telephone calls, thus 
confirming what Mokhtar Kalantari has said. 


One of the hand-picked listeners called and asked the 
Islamic revolutionary komitehs to deal decisively with 
women not wearing the proper veils and said: The 
greatest insult to the blood of the martyrs is for a woman 
to disregard the veiling regulations openly in the streets. 


Kalantari answered that current regulations and guide- 
lines do not permit komiteh officials to deal decisively 
and severely with the issue of improper veiling. He called 
on the legislative and judicial powers to free the hands of 
the komitehs to deal with what is religiously prohibited. 


According to Kalantari, since all the members and offi- 
cials of ihe Islamic revolutionary komitehs are Hezbol- 
lahi members and followers of the Imam’s line, it is not 
likely that they would misuse their power, and therefore 
there is no need to restrict their freedom of action with 
laws or reguiations! 
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It is said in Tehran that Kalantari’s remarks illustrate the 
regime’s severe weakness. Kalantari, as an influential 
individual in the regime’s strangulation apparatus, has 
raised the question of wholesale executions in order to 
intensify his oppressive activities, saying that otherwise 
the regime has no interest in combating narcotics. 
Despite the Khomeyni regime’s claims concerning the 
war against addiction, in the last nine years addiction 
has acquired immense proportions. 
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oa POINT Reports Planting of Opium, Cannabis 
in Iri 
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[Text] In its confidential news section, the Frencii jour- 
nal LE POINT writes that the Islamic Republic has 
begun the extensive planting of opium and cannabis 
plants in parts of Iran, with the intention of exporting 
opium and hashish, in order to compensate for its 
foreign exchange shortage. According to LE POINT, in 
recent years narcotics exports have brought more than 
six billion dollars into the Islamic Republic. 


We note that based on reports published in Tehran 
newspapers, every month large quantities of opium, 
heroin and other addictive substances are found and 
confiscated by the regime’s organizations, and no reports 
have ever been published concerning the destruction of 
the substances obtained, and the Islamic regime could 
export these very confiscated substances to other coun- 
tries. 


Illustrated and documented reports recently broadcast 
on Television Two in France show that extensive areas 
and farms in southern Lebanon and in the Baalbek 
region, which are under the influence of the Islamic 
Republic and Syria, have been used to grow poppy plants 
and to make opium and the like. 
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Non-Oil Exports Drop 40 Percent 
4640015la London KEYHAN in Persian 7 Jul 88 p 4 


[Text] In the first two months of the current year 
(Farvardin and Ordibehesht) [21 March - 21 May], with 
the export of about 136,000 tons on non-petroleum 
goods valued at 5,864 million riais, the Islamic Republic 
has added about $83 million to its treasury. The various 
goods exported from the country in the first two months 
of the current year compared to Iran’s non-petroleum 
exports in the same period in 1366 [21 March - 21 May 
1987] increased about three percent by weight and 
decreased about 40 percent in value. 


In its report, the Iran Customs Public Relations office 
gave figures for the export of 22.5 thousand tons of 
chromite and the export of 26.6 thousand tons of fresh 
fruit as the reasons for the increase in the weight of 
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non-petroleum exports in the period under discussion. 
These two export items made up about 37.6 percent of 
the weight of all of Iran’s non-petroleum exports during 
the months of Farvardin and Ordibehesht. 


Failure To Increase Exports 


The announcement of the decrease in the value of Iran's 
non-petroleum exports in the first two months of the 
current years has created surprise among some in eco- 
nomic circles and among Middle East experts. An ana- 
lyst of Iranian economic and trade affairs said: ‘The 
decrease in the value of the Islamic Republic’s non- 
petroleum exports—although it is temporary—illustrates 
the failure of officials of the Ministry of Commerce and 
the various economic organizations to reach their stated 
goals in increasing exports.” The Islamic Republic 
recently announced that in the year 1366 [21 March 
1987 - 20 March 1988] it added about $1.2 billion in 
foreign exchange to its treasury through the export of 
various non-petroleum goods. Moreover, the Islamic 
Republic’s economic officials have announced many 
times that they intend to expand non-petroleum exports 
in order to cut their reliance on petroleum revenues and 
to raise the value of exports of this type to $1.5 billion in 
the current year. 


An expert on Iranian economic affairs told KEYHAN’s 
correspondent that the Islamic Republic, because of its 
great need for foreign exchange to procure what the 
people need, to meet the enormous costs of the war with 
Iraq, and especially for the purchase of weapons, is 
trying very hard to increase the volume and value of its 
non-petroleum exports. This effort on the part of the 
Islamic Republic is intensifying at a time when Iran’s 
foreign exchange revenues from the export of crude oil 
have severely declined, and on the basis of calculations 
made, in the current year this nation will not obtain 
between six and seven billion dollars in foreign exchange 
revenue from the export of crude oil. The above expert 
added: “‘Iran’s crude oil exports are now no more than 
1.5 to 1.6 million barrels per day, and in view of the fact 
that the price of crude oil on the free market has severely 
declined, the shortage of foreign exchange has the 
Islamic Republic’s officials extremely worried.” 


Continuing his talk with KEYHAN’s correspurdent, the 
expert on Iran’s economic affairs said: “The Islamic 
Republic’s limited foreign exchange income from the 
sale of oil and the decline in the amount of this energy- 
producing substance exported in the last few months has 
recently caused Iran’s economic officials to reduce devel- 
opment credit to minimal levels. In addition to numer- 
ous limitations in the area of foreign exchange expendi- 
tures, the Islamic Republic has adopted parsimonious 
policies in allocating foreign exchange to the various 
ministries—with the exception of expenditures for 
defense, the war with Iraq, and the procurement of basic 
goods and food. Concerning this foreign exchange short- 
age—which has caused unhappiness for most of the 
ministers in Mir Hoseyn Musavi’s cabinet—recently 
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Shafa’i, Minister of Industries, who had gone to the 
province of Mazandaran on an inspection, discussed the 
nation’s foreign exchange situation. He told supervisors 
of West Azarbaijan factories that in the current year only 
$180 million in foreign exchange was allocated to the 
Ministry of Industries. The Islamic Republic’s minister 
of industries advised the managers of production units to 
persevere and to increase the production of exportable 
goods. He said that each production unit must plan in 
such a way that a percentage of its by-products and crops 
is exported in order to alleviate the foreign exchange 
shortage caused by the procurement of spare parts and 
the purchase of machinery. 


Sale of Iran’s Largest Export Item 


According to a report in the publication IRAN CHAM- 
BER OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND MINES, in 
the first ten months of last year [21 March 1987 - 20 
January 1988] the Islamic Republic earned 64,775 mil- 
lion rials in foreign exchange through the export of 1,024 
thousand tons of merchandise and goods. During the 
same period the Islamic Republic imported 12,518 thou- 
sand tons of goods and merchandise of various kinds, for 
which it paid 745,939 million rials. Apparently this 
figure does not include the price paid for weapons and 
war materiel. 


The aforementioned monthly publication ranked Iran’s 
export items during the period discussed according to 
their percentage of all exports, as follows: wool carpets, 
pistachios and pistachio meats, various hides, fresh 
fruits, caviar, cashmere, currants and raisins, sulphur, 
copper, zinc ore, fresh fruits and vegetables, and other 
traditional goods. 
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Industrial Production Permits Decreasing 
46400151b London KEYHAN in Persian 7 Jul 88 p 4 


[Text] In the year 1366 [21 March 1987 - 20 March 1988} 
the Islamic Republic Ministry of Industries issued a total 
of 1,457 agreements in principle for the establishment of 
industrial production units with a total investment of 
365,515.8 million rials and expected employment of 
42,974 persons. The average investment of each agree- 
ment in principle is 244.7 million rials. These permits 
represent a 38 percent decline from the year 1365 [21 
March 1986 - 20 March 1987]. This decrease from the 
previous year includes a 38 percent decline in the num- 
ber of permits, about a 10 percent decrease in the volume 
of capital investment, and a 24 percent decrease in 
expected employment. 


Based on the report published by the Islamic Republic 
Ministry of Industries, last year this ministry issued 871 
permits to establish industrial units with 73,145.1 mil- 
lion rials investment and 13,275 expected jobs, which 
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represents a decrease of about 20 percent in total permits 
issued from the year 1365, and a decrease of about eight 
percent in terms of the number of jobs created. 


The Ministry of Industries also announced that in the 
year 1366 a total of 923 permits to operate were issued 
with investment of 55,679.7 million rials and 12,650 
jobs, which represents an increase from the year 1365 of 
23 percent in permits issued, 75 percent in capital 
investment, and 55 percent in jobs created. According to 
statistics published by the Ministry of Industries, most of 
the permits were issued to non-metallic ore industries, 
with 24.13 percent of the total, and the smallest number 
of permits went to the electrical industries, with 1.3 
percent of the total. Most of the capital investment was 
in the textile and leather industries, with 4,448.5 million 
rials, and the smallest amount was in the cellulose 
industries, with 432 million rials. 
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Benazir Explains Bhuttoism, Defends Bhutto 
46560050 Islamabad HURMAT in Urdu 
18-24 Jun 88 pp 8-13 


{Interview with Benazir Bhutto by Asif Bhalli; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] [Question] Madam Benazir, the PPP [Pakistan 
Peoples Party] declares Bhuttoism as its guiding philos- 
ophy. Please tell us whether this slogan of Bhuttoism is 
raised as part of a deliberate party policy or just a 
statement for the benefit of the newspapers? 


[Answer] I am the associate chairperson of the PPP. I 
believe that any statement I issue represents party policy. 
I do not let my personal feelings override the party’s 
program. Anything I say is said in accordance with our 
party’s program and policy. As the leader of this party, I 
will only make statements that will represent the party. I 
have never made any statements that were erroneous 
representations of our party’s policy. Bhuttoism is not 
my personal slogan. Rather, the slogan gives our party’s 
program a consistent and recognizable format. 


[Question] What is your definition of Bhuttoism? 


[Answer] In order to understand Bhuttoism we must 
refer to Pakistan’s political history. For example, the 
term ‘Leninism’ in the Soviet Union does not refer to the 
person. It encompasses the whole Russian revolutionary 
struggle. You could call China’s long struggle for revolu- 
tion as ‘Maoism.’ Similarly, a person is referred to in this 
movement and philosophy in Pakistan. A void was 
created when Pakistan was divided into two parts. The 
late Mr Bhutto took up the responsibility of rebuilding 
Pakistan. He managed to give new life to a disappointed 
and depressed nation. When Indira Gandhi announced 
that the ideology upon which Pakistan was founded was 
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no more, Mr Bhutto gave ideology to Pakistan. He gave 
Pakistan a stable government and a place for himself in 
the country’s history. Mr Bhutto laid the foundation of a 
great revolution during his leadership. The slogan of 
socialism was raised by many other leaders in Pakistan, 
but was acceptable to the people only because of Mr 
Bhutto. The important difference was that socialism 
which was never acceptable to the Pakistanis became a 
popular slogan under Mr Bhutto’s charismatic leader- 
ship. For this reason we call this struggle Bhuttoism. 
Wali Khan and Maulana Bhasani had talked about 
socialism for a long time, but the nation never accepted 
these politicians. The people accepted socialism readily 
when Mr Bhutto talked about it. It was Mr Bhutto’s 
leadership that made the people accept socialism. Mr 
Bhutto worked hard to improve conditions for laborers 
and won the country’s support. He took revolutionary 
steps to industrialize the country, introduced new 
reforms to help farmers and made changes in our edu- 
cational system. You could call all these revolutionary 
changes Bhuttoism. We can call all the reforms that Mr 
Bhutto introduced during this short administration 
Bhuttoism. The steps Mr Bhutto took to weaken the land 
ownership and capitalist systems in Pakistan can be 
called Bhuttoism. Mr Bhutto gave farmers and laborers 
renewed courage to fight for their rights. What was all 
this? This all was Bhuttoism. Nationalizing banks and 
industry was not an ordinary step. The long range plans 
made in the area of education stand out in the 40 year 
history of Pakistan. You must view Bhuttoism against 
the background of these reforms. Bhuttoism is another 
name for a movement against economic exploitation. 
Bhuttoism has been trying to obtain rights for Pakistan’s 
farmers that farmers in other countries had for a long 
time after historic revolutions. Bhuttoism guarantees 
food, clothes, and housing for every citizen. Bhuttoism 
wants to establish a democratic government in which the 
army has no right to interfere in politics. Bhuttoism is 
the name of our continuous struggle to restore democ- 
racy. You can also call the struggle against persecution, 
exploitation, and autocracy Bhuttoism. 


[Question] You have praised Bhuttoism from your view 
point. The opponents of Bhuttoism call it an effort to 
break up Pakistan by conspiring with military generals 
and taking control of whatever is left. Will you please 
comment on this? 


[Answer] I want to make it clear that Pakistan was 
divided because of the conspiracy and stupidity of mil- 
itary generals. Pakistan lost its half during a martial law 
government. General Yahaya Khan was responsible for 
breaking up Pakistan. The present government has 
access to the report prepared by Hamoodul Rehman 
Commission on secession of East Pakistan. Had this 
report accused Mr Bhutto or his party of Pakistan’s 
breakup, the government would never have kept this 
report a secret. General Zia’s government is our worst 
opponent. His government did everything to assassinate 
Mr Bhutto’s character. The present rulers did everything 
within their power to demolish Mr Bhutto and his 
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influence. Therefore, I can say without any fear of being 
contradicted that this government would have made 
public any part that my father had played in secession of 
East Pakistan. It would have produced documentary 
evidence that would degrade Mr Bhutto. I believe Mr 
Bhutto played a historic role in rebuilding Pakistan. He 
managed to free 55,000 prisoners of war through a 
respectable pact. He helped reinstate the pride of our 
armed forces which had been hurt. He gave the hurt and 
depressed nation a new pride in itself. Mr Bhutto gave 
this nation a constitution that was acceptable to every- 
one. He empowered law enforcement agencies full pow- 
ers with which to enforce the law. All trade and indus- 
trial groups were given an ultimatum to stop all kinds of 
extortion against workers. I would like to add that this 
country was divided because of the incompetence of our 
military generals. Mr Bhutto provided a new geographi- 
cal and ideological dimension to this country. The PPP 
tried to preserve the remaining dignity of Quaid-e 
Azam’s Pakistan. It provided a document in the form of 
a constitution which is still the symbol of our country’s 
unity. Pakistan exists despite all the mistakes that Gen- 
eral Zia has made because of the constitution of 1973. 
This constitution was Mr Bhutto’s greatest achievement. 
Mr Bhutto won the trust of prominent leaders of Punjab, 
Sind, Baluchistan, and Sarhad and presented the historic 
document to Pakistan. The whole nation agreed to this 
constitution. We call Mr Bhutto’s constitutional, revolu- 
tionary, and political services Bhuttoism. The main 
reason of my popularity in Pakistan, which has been 
destroyed by General Zia’s 11 years rule, is my late 
father. I am accepted because of Mr Bhutto’s great 
services to this nation. 


[Question] Did not Mr Bhutto contradict all democratic 
principles by announcing in 1970 the idea of having two 
prime ministers because we had two major parties in our 
country? Did not he pave way for Pakistan’s division by 
refusing to give power to Sheikh Mujibul Rehman? 


[Answer] You know that at that time the chief adminis- 
trator of martial law and president of the country was 
Yahaya Khan. Mr Yahaya Khan, thus was the real 
administrator of the country. Power could have been 
transferred if he had so desired. He did not want that. 
The elections were conducted by Yahaya Khan. The 
responsibility to transfer power was his alone. He did not 
fulfill this responsibility and thus betrayed the nation. 
Pakistan was divided into two parts because of his folly. 
Only dishonest or ignorant people would blame anyone 
but the military administrators of this unfortunate de el- 
opment. General Zia had divided Pakistan into two 
countries the very day he agreed to let Sheikh Mujib 
participate in elections on the basis of the 6-point 
program. Mr Bhutto had announced even during the 
reign of Ayub Khan his willingness to debate Mujib over 
the 6-point plan in Paltan Maidan of Dhaka. Ayub Khan 
did not permit this debate. Had he given permission, Mr 
Bhutto would have defeated Mujibul Rehman in the 
political arena through a debate. This was not allowed 
and the elections brought to power Mr Bhutto in West 
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Pakistan and Mr Rehman in East Pakistan. If Mujibul 
Rehman was responsible for protecting the interests of 
East Pakistan, then Mr Bhutto had the responsibility to 
make sure that West Pakistan’s interests were protected. 
The situation was so complex at that time that Mr 
Bhutto said that it was very important to do his home- 
work before attending the National Assembly, otherwise 
members from East and West Pakistan would not agree 
on anything. Such a situation would have provided 
General Zia the excuse to dismiss the National Assembly 
for lack of productivity. Due to the complexity of the 
situation Mr Bhutto proposed that either the deadline of 
4 months to write the constitution be eliminated or that 
assembly members be asked to to work together and 
prepare a draft constitution before the regular session of 
the Assembly was called. General Yahaya Khan, how- 
ever, insisted that the National Assembly must write a 
constitution within 4 months. 


[Question] One of Genera! Yahaya Khan’s mistakes that 
resulted in division of Pakistan was his military action 
ag.'nst Bengalis in East Pakistan. Mr Bhutto had also 
approved this military action. Did not thus Mr Bhutto 
indirectly contribute to East Pakistan’s secession? 


[Answer] I believe that Pakistan was already divided into 
two countries when General Yahaya Khan took military 
action. The Pakistan of Quaid-e Azam was long gone. At 
that time Mr Bhutto had thanked God that Pakistan was 
saved. He did not mean to support military action. He 
meant that the survival of West Pakistan in that crisis 
caused by internal and external conspiracies was a mir- 
acle. At that time transfer of power to Mujibul Rehman 
instead of the military action would have divided Paki- 
stan into five countries instead of two. 


[Question] You have blamed General Yahaya Khan for 
the secession of East Pakistan. However, two of your 
father’s close associates, Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi and 
Ghulam Mustafa Khar, have repeatedly made state- 
ments to the effect that Mr Bhutto had a hand in the loss 
of East Pakistan. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi has also said 
that Mr Bhutto was a member of General Yahaya Khan’s 
‘B’ team and is a partner in the crime that resulted in 
secession of East Pakistan. What would you say about 
these accusations against your father? 


[Answer] The two politicians you are referring to worked 
under the leadership of my father when the PPP was in 
power and they were still members of the PPP 15 years 
after the East Pakistan crisis. The question arises: Why 
did Mr Jatoi and Mr Khan continue to accept the 
leadership of the politician whom they accuse of helping 
East Pakistan secede? All this shows that they are not 
patriotic. They were hungry for power and were willing 
to work under a leader whom they have accused of 
helping to lose East Pakistan. The truth is that Jatoi and 
Khar are unprincipled when it comes to politics. Khar 
has repeatedly changed his political allegiance. Now Mr 
Jatoi is following in Mr Khar’s footsteps. This shows that 
both politicians have a similar character. In my opinion 
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both these gentlemen are totally ignorant of political 
etiquette. Had they followed political etiquette they 
would never have criticized their mentor and leader who 
is long gone from this world. 


[Question] We were discussing Bhuttoism and the ques- 
tion of East Pakistan came up in this context. Let us go 
back to Bhuttoism. I would like to ask if suppression of 
basic human rights, a ban on political activities, the 
jailing and torturing of thousands of political activists, a 
ban on freedom of the press, and planned fraud during 
the’77 elections are also considered part of Bhuttoism? 
In other words I would like to know if the PPP would 
Carry Out similar practices should it gain power again? 


[Answer] Bhuttoism, as I mentioned earlier, is the name 
of a political ideology. The incidents you mentioned do 
not fall under this ideology. Mr Bhutto was a democratic 
ruler. He believed in democracy. They put an end to his 
rule by a simple movement. Were Mr Bhutto a dictator, 
he would still be ruling this country like General Zia is 
doing with the help of the armed forces. As for election 
fraud, even General Zia, who is one of the most severe 
critics of the PPP, has admitted that fraudulent activities 
during the’77 elections did not happen on a wide scale. 
There were some problems in about 30 or 35 constitu- 
encies. Reelection could have been held in those constit- 
uencies if General Zia ‘s allegations were correct. All 
problems between Mr Bhutto and the opposition party 
had been resolved. He had even accepted the demand to 
hold reelections. At that time the martial law govern- 
ment took over administration of the country. Your 
impression that Mr Bhutto’s reign was undemocratic 
perhaps has resulted from General Zia’s one-sided pro- 
paganda against Mr Bhutto. If the allegations of being 
undemocratic and cheating in elections against Mr 
Bhutto are correct, then why did not General Zia hold 
elections within 90 days as he had promised when he 
took over the government? It was General Zia’s duty to 
act as a moderator and facilitate elections and then let 
the elected party run the government. When General Zia 
mentions foul play in the’77 elections I would like to ask 
him: wasn’t his refusal to lift martial law when the PPP 
and the National Alliance had made up their differences 
foul play? Wasn’t not holding elections within the prom- 
ised 90 days another act of dishonesty? Wasn’t keeping 
the country under martial law for 8 '2 years the worst act 
of dishonesty in the history of our country? Isn’t it a hoax 
when the chief of the army staff also becomes president 
of the country? Does it become the person who has 
committed all these acts to call the’77 elections dishon- 
est? If the’77 election foul-ups are correct, what fears are 
keeping General Zia from holding elections on a party 
basis now? General Zia has admitted that some political 
leaders have begged him to postpone the elections 
because they fear that the PPP would win those elec- 
tions. I can still say that had the PPP involved in 
undemocratic actions and depriving citizens of basic 
human rights, then it would not have been the most 
popular party in the country. General Zia’s government 
has spent 11 years inveighing against our party. Still, if 


SOUTH ASIA 


his government is afraid of any party then it is our PPP. 
The reason for this is the popular support that our party 
has. The people are with us because of our history and 
our record. How could you say that the PPP was undem- 
ocratic and did not listen to people? I would like to add 
that no journalist was given lashes during the PPP’s rule. 
Rights of citizens were not abused during that era. Law 
was not abused during that time as is being done now. As 
many as 800 people were killed just because they came 
out in the streets to demonstrate against the government. 
In our time a person arrested illegally could be let go by 
the courts. Now a sentence meted by a major ia the army 
cannot be appealed even in the Supreme Court. The 
courts ruled several cases against the government during 
Mr Bhutto's era. This shows how free our courts were. 
Some court officials who tried to uphold the constitution 
were discharged from their positions during Zia’s gov- 
ernment. Such examples are not found in the PPP era. 


[Question] It has been said that your father did not 
believe in the theory or practice of the democratic 
system. Mr Bhutto started his political career as a 
cabinet member of Sikander Mirza, a known autocrat. 
Mr. Bhutto was also a minister in Ayub Khan’s martial 
law government for 40 months. He was “honored” for 
conceiving and implementing Ayub’s dictatorship. As a 
democratic leader how can you be proud of this part of 
Mr Bhutto’s political life? How can you call a person 
with such a background a supporter of democracy? 


[Answer] Mr Bhutto was an unique politician, an intel- 
lectual, and a thinker. You cannot decide his place in our 
history on the basis of the number of years he spent 
serving a dictator or a martial law regime. You have to 
keep in mind that part of the history when the people 
had started a movement against Ayub Khan under the 
dynamic and strong leadership of Mr Bhutto. That 
campaign was so effective that Ayub Khan surrendered 
within a few months. When you look at Mr Bhutto as a 
supporter of a military dictator, you should also look at 
him when he kissed the hangman’s noose in the dark 
night of 4 April. Mr Bhutto accounted for all his political 
mistakes by sacrificing his life. For this very reason he is 
treated as a hero by the Pakistani people. He will never 
be forgotten. You can judge him by reading the specches 
he made in the United Nations’ General Assembly. The 
historic constitution of'73 was also given to us by Mr 
Bhutto. He was a great patriot. As long as he was in 
power, India did not dare to even challenge Pakistan 
while we lost half of our country during Yahaya Khan’s 
rule. India has annexed Siachin during General Zia’s 
regime. Anyhow, regardless of how hard they try to make 
him a part of Ayub Khan’s dictatorship, they cannot 
make people forget the Bhutto who turned the leftover 
Pakistan into a new country and gave a very disap- 
pointed nation a new hope to live for. The reason why 
our political party is the most popular party in Pakistan 
is its association with the martyr Bhutto. Even now 
hundreds of thousands of Pakistanis come to welcome 
me with Mr Bhutto’s pictures in their hands. You can 
assume from this act alone that people still consider Mr 
Bhutto their hero. 
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{Question} Even your opponents recognize the fact that 
the most popular party in Pakistan is the PPP. Please tell 
us what factors have kept your party, with all its power 
and support, from removing General Zia from power for 
more than 11 years? How optimistic are you about the 
future? When will Pakistan be able to have a real 
democratic government? 


[Answer] I would like to inform you that a dictatorial 
regime is always very merciless. When people challenge 
it, they die in large numbers. Such a regime destroys 
happy families. You cannot even imagine the kind of 
cruelty and brutality such an autocratic regime can 
demonstrate. It is very difficult to get rid of the armed 
forces once they take over a country’s government. It is 
a little different in Pakistan. Soeharto has been ruling 
Indonesia for 20 years. Some dictators make themselves 
accepted by the people. Some dictators force people to 
accept them. We have studied the internal and external 
Situation in our country and do not want to take any step 
that might result in bloodshed. We want to continue our 
struggle within the framework of democratic principles. 
We do not see any reason why we will not win in the long 
run. We believe in the peaceful transfer of power and we 
are not losing hope. It will not be long when General 
Zia’s government collapses because of the internal strife 
from which it is suffering. The time has come for the 
1973 constitution to be implemented in its original form. 
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This is the only way we can have unity of Pakistan and 
defeat the separatists. I have learned a lot from our 
mistakes in the past and I want to assure you that we will 
be able to give our nation a much better and an exem- 
plary government. I plan to introduce some revolution- 
ary reforms to solve some fundamental problems in our 
country. 


[Question] Do you believe that General Zia’s martial law 
government would not have lasted this long if Mr Bhutto 
were alive? 


[Answer] Yes. If Mr Bhutto had not been hung and if he 
were leading the nation himself, the people of Pakistan 
would have defeated General Zia’s dictatorship. I admit 
that I do not have those special qualities that made Mr 
Bhutto unique. Had any other politician possessed 
bsome of the qualities that my late father possessed, 
General Zia’s dark regime would not have lasted this 
long. You know how my late father had defeated a 
dictator of Ayub Khan’s caliber. My father, were he 
alive, would have made General Zia, who is weaker than 
General Ayub Khan, give up the government. General 
Zia knew this and had my father hung to ensure his own 
safety. However, I have not lost hope since Mr Bhutto's 
political party is still active here. 
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